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horror story of th 
I Pamela Zekman and Paul Galloway 
t r t tyhl, I9M. Chl(a0O Sun-Tlnifi 

Jomething terrible was happening to 
Marvin Johnson family, and for a long 

e they were puzzled. It was as if they 
re being poisoned by some mysterious, 
rful source. 
hrinlcal wastes -the hy-puxhicl of the good 

FIRST OF A SERIES 

life provided by an industrial society—poisoned 
the .lolinsons by coniamlnatlng their well water. 
But It look 10 years for them to learn this, as 
'stale, federal and ccmnly environmental protec
tion agencies dawdled artd a court order went 
unheeded and unenforced. 

'the danjjor of choniical wa.ste.s to our nation's 

health by polluting a vital natural resource— our 
groundwater—is growing. One federal official 
calls the problem "the environmental horror 
story of the 1980s—with afler-effects reaching 
into the next millenium." 

Many already have been warned: Don't drinic 
the water. Many more of us may someday hear 
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hazards 
reading 

Continued from Page 1 
the same words unless we take action soon and on a 
monumental scale. . 

The Marvin Johnsons finally were (creed to quit drinking 
their water when their growing fears overcame the bland. 
assurances of the agencies that were supposed to safeguard 
them, and they became convinced their well was contamlnat- < 
rd by seepage from a dump on a flelghlraring farm \ 

By then, It was too late for Donald, the youngest of the foui j 
Johnson children. He was tormented with searing headaches | 
from the age of 6, and dropped out of school at 14. * 

Ills mother, Violet, suffered breathing spasms and pain so 
severe that she often had difficulty Just washing the dishes. A ' 
Johnson daughter, Elizabeth, a victim herself, now has a 3-
year-old daughter, who developed i bleeding ulcer when she 
was 6 months old. 

The plague that settled on the Johnson family In 1966 
seemed e.speclaliy Inappropriate to their 240-acre family-

owned farm near kockford, i 
picture of healthy Hying, far 
away.from such urbaii woes 
as pollution. '^.. 

Often, however, cities haul 
some of their problems out of 
town and dump thefn in the 
countryside. This is the case 
with chemical wastes and the 
Marvin Johnsons. 

Millions ot Americans » n 
|ust as vulnerable to chemical 
poisoning as the Johnsons. An-

official of the U.S. Environmental Protection <Agency recently 
testified at congressional hearings that more than 100 million 
Americans who get their water from wells may face the 
threat of consuming "unhealthy chemical runoffs from Indiis-
Irlal wa.stes." 

While Illinois is con.<:ldered to have one of the i)cst records 

• The potential danger is enormous. Illinois, with an estimated 
3.8 million tons, Is second only to Ohio nationally in tlie total 
amount of hazardous waste generated each year. More than 
half of these wastes are stored on company sites that never 
have been inspected, according to the slate F.PA Much of th* 
rest is dumped illegally. 

• The problem Is overwhelming, and growing uncontrollably. 
There are currently t i many as 6 million man-made chemicals, 
and between 3,000 and 5,000 new ones developed each year. 
Two years of testing generally are required to determine 
whetiier a chemical is hazardous, and only a fraction of the 
compounds have beefl studied. Says one EPA toxicologlst: 
"We are way the hell behind, and 1 don't think we can catch 
up for 50 or 100 years." 

• Filing cabinets at enforcement agencies are crammed with 
reports about , Illegal waste operations that have gone un
checked for years. The agencies empowered to protect our 
environment seem paralyzed by administrative incompetence, 

, bureaucratic indifferience and conflicting law$ and regulations. 
The lack of enforcement frustrates eveq the Inspectors. In one 
case, which had dragged on for five years, a h{irried inspector 
wrote in a memo to i statt lawyer: "I hope you bring some 
order into the chaos, before this [dump] dei^troys the planet." 

This serlefi will show how chemical wastes jeopardize our 
health It will Include an inside Ictok at how illegal dumpers 

, profit While they pollute; at the statewide scandal of hundreds 
nl hidden eiivlronmehtal time bombs, and the story of victims 
like the Johnsons. 

For the Johnsons, some of the early signs appeared in 19()6 
In their pets and livestock. 

There was the cow whose milk tasted'like medicine; Us 
calf, which acted crazy, eventually convulsed and died. There 
was the sow With the tWo dreadfully deformed Utters. There 
wa^ the brood of chicks hatched with sightless eyes, twisted 
breasts and stunted legs. There was a^canary that slopped 
Ringing; gasped for breath artd dIed.-Ahd there was a once-

\ heai'hy gerbil that trembled uncontrollably uiUii its death • 
The veterinarlaU cbuldn't figure out what was wrong, 

violet Johnson says. "It just never dawned on us that it was 
iklhC'Water.''"'' »̂ '<'V «»<»< v-.i î »ii.' ' :i«*i.i«)(. IINILJI (i.i.r, 
I It'xVas iirter lll«f HihiliyV hpttlh'«b«|l(HI tt«; )[ll«t«4'it>rate'thMM 
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Welltest 
kills bird 
Cantioued from P t f t 8 
they m a e the connectioa wltli tht w&ier 
fiT)TTi : h t ••veil. 

.-\U of th* members o< tbt Joimson Xaimly 
were plagued by physical aitmeots'that were 
^adual . relentless. sa/fUnK and deblUUttn^ 

Fnni :9€6 througH i972, th* Jonnsons 
'xpfrenced TOUCS of oiuset. dizziness, sor« 
throus. severe cramping, iotenst betdacfaee, 
'iosig.ntjy rasbes, favoiuntiry draoUsg. list-
lessness and speecb difricuitles. 

The illnesses caused tba younger cbiidrea 
to miu so much sciunl tbey ^ v e . bad to 
repeat grades. Johuoa. oinniiuUAd in 196i a« 
••-utsianding fanner of th« -year" bf the 
^ockford Jaycees, w u uatWe co ( i m • • Ma 
ailments worsened; on« year bis earninp 
•i'Aindied to J600. 

Tbe fatuity occasionally 'was alirmed by 
ibe smeil of cbemicaJ soiveots from th«r 3ft-
foot-deep well, especiaily after heavy rainfall. 

"The worst pan of illness from poliuiioa is 
:bat :t creeps up on yoo," sayi Violet John
son. "Vou don't resiize wbac's'happening 
-jnul all of a sudden it bits." 

'*.Ve knew for sure in the spring of 1972." 
MarMn Johnson says. "We got the firsi heavy 
r ^n :ind a .'sw days lacer we got '-he strong 
'.2Sii 2!id odor in :he well waier. It usied ind 
ir-.elled just like the dump back there." 

T?;e iump Dock there was three-quarters of 
J Tjle away on the adjoining farm of Waiter 
Tloion. 

The Tipton farm became a favorite garoege. 
can ioz seme Rockjord area industries, w&ich. 
m the course of producdoo. end up with some 
very cisagreeable chemical cnid. 

These industries—mainly paint and cbemi* 
cai con:panies-^would pay a waste-dispa«ai 
company to get rid oi their chemical len* 
overs. And some of them wouJd pay Tiptoo to 
dump or store the stufi on hii unused laod. 

It 'jns illegal but expedient. After all. the 
nearest legal dump for these kinds of cbemi-
cais was 100 mites away. 

'iVheo the Johnsons concluded that tht 
chemical junk dumped on the Tipton farm 
was seeping into the earth and cootamtnaiing 
'.he ground water that snppUed their weiU 
they "segan to fight. 

They r.ad to start from scratch. With a 
limited education and no knowledge about 
ihsmicaJ poUuiants, they began to teach 
tnemseives about the toxic substances. They 
-9ad saentific textbooks: they conducted ex
periments. 

They sought help from county and stale 
j^encies created to protect them, and in rare' 
•nsiances L'ley received i t Bnl mostly they 
endured maddening bureaucratic indilference. 
rnacHon and Inptitude. 

"If you were 10 families, we could prob
ably help you." a state EPA official once toid 
Violet JohnsotL '*But you're only one family. 
One family doesn't count.'* 

On Nov. 31. 1972. the Johuons flnaily took 
their battle to the courts, filing a SI miULon 
iawsujt against Tipton and the Valspar Corp.. 
a 3aint manu/aerorer. 

Valspar and Tipton won the case; arguing 
that the Johnsons had insu/fldeot direa evi
dence linking Valspar's ciiemicat wastes with 
their ailments, and the lury agreed. The 
Johnsons are appealing the case. 

Some may see thetr struggle as heroicr 
others Tiav find it quixotic and fudle. But 
there are lessons in the saga of the .Marvin 
Johnson family for all of us. 

The V.S. surgeon general, in an August 
reoort. iajd exposure to toxic chemicals is a 
"mafor and growing public health prortem" 

that 11 'adding to the disease burden of the 
•AAe<i States in a significant, although yet ill-
detined way." 

Wnat follows is the story of a family's 
ordeal m iindcrstaad what was happening to 
!hem and to do something about it. 

It will make you wonder if we are intellf-
-^cf\t enosgn and committed enoagli ifrJetep-i 
' ' r ^ n poisoning oarsetvM. * 

MASYIN JOHNSOK ( r i ^ ) •Mh. VMM, SoMid, h r i . MKKm a i d E(tafa.t<<. Mo« of tWn wf fc Irom Smncti poHonng. 

Th* bvDfc Is 196142, Mirr iv ' Jotmna-
ootiRS. vrutcs boisini oa i n old UausuM 
qoury dump a u U tbe Tlptoa f u n . Tlpcon 
il burning Uie coouna at bvreJi.-which lie 
later leUs. S a m a< l i s a comt from \hi EsMtz 
Win Co., wbow w u u t contaii phnols , * 
hazardooi subAuce that- can cause 'belly-
icIiEs. Pbenola later a n fount fn ibe Jolin. 
ion's weO. 

TIM Se*vn ;en . I a !!I75, Robert Bell, an 
independent hamer, telli the su te EPA that in 
Oie late 'dOe he dumped "waste from 300 
s a m l s at the Tipton s i e after b e i s | paid (L a 
aarreL 

Valspar Corp., a palntmaiur, la one o( his 
clienta. At the trial. Bell tesiflea thai he first 
took the Valspar dnma to the TIpuia farm (or 
"temporary scorase" after tht RocUord d ty 
auinp iTftised to u k » the vrmtm la 1971. 

GffnraawM laaesloas Cn Kfardt^ 28. 1999; 
•Jie Wlmieda(o Cooncy health depanaea t 
wants Tlpcoa that a coonty ocdtnaace protib* 
its disposal of ssch "ntaUali depoattad" o a h i s 
farm and aaka ^^** '*xbiM coodltla^ba eradi
cated by Jun» W. 19S».- • -f-- ' . 

Six montha later, the 'sUU EPA tbi t d t a t . 
Tlptoa for operating an lUegal damp that haa-
nfteen SS-galloa dnima. ot chemical weatia 
ind other trash on the site. It was an exercise 
that would be repeated again and again for 
the next five yean withoat results or enforce-

In May, 1972. Marvin Johnson compfalttj to 
Uie sute EPA'i divisioa ot water pollution 
u d mspector Gerald M. Keha» respooda ! • 
die cQBpiaint. * 

KehoafiadalOS'to SOO fall or pardaUy full 
barrela. maay containing paint wastes, that 
were open, dpped over, spiDed and leaidnr 
and seeping Into the ground. Barrel samples 
contaifl aiuuuauiu, clumiiiup,. coppar, magiM... 
fliKQ^ Tiwr and leaiL 

He ala» ukaa iamplaa at water from tiift' 
JohcaoQ weii. which disclose no aboormai 
eoncemntioga of mecaia. At this ttma, bowev--
er, the statue tesHng-eQaipmesr It Incapable 
ot detecting nmnite amounts of toxte s u ^ 
siaooesiKrw biowa to be bamfn t 

O n l y » percent of the barrels. Kehoe sayc-
^ve-Jabela that caa be read. They a n f ren 
the Valspar Corp.: Uldwtat Synthetics., a 
Valspar raMdlary, Ashland Chemical-and 
L'nioa Carbide. Other d i m r labala ladlcata 
they contain three liazardous chcailcals: vinyl 
'.oloene and methyl ethyl ketooa, which a n 
Icnovn to be sain irtitanta, lod advesot lead^ 

Lead settles in the booes and in the brain 
t:3sae. Says Joe Prince, a toklcologisi for the 
federal EPA: "People who a n ordiiuilly 
sharp can mrn Into dullards becaose o( its 
depressing _ effect on the nervous system. 
People have gone baif-mad a/ter long expo, 
sure to lead." 

Twica ia 127% the EFA threaten* u (il* a 
complaint against Tptoa befon the D&nois 
PoUuUoa CoDttoi Board. It doesn't 

On Oct. 4, i93Z ite a» t t ty health depart
ment gaina a court order requixinf Tipton to. 
remove th* barreis u d cease operating a 

'landilU without a pensit. Ia the next month 
he covers the Il=i«stoce quarry, but there a n 
sijU 290 drama oi !:rjid wastes that the EPA 
wants him to remort— 

The s t a t a h j j so idea wbat Tipton naa 
iMuied 'In t f icquany. wmch Is 100 feet ia 
diameter and id feet deep. Three y a x i later, 
an EPA memo notes that it..was enremeiy 
imsuitad tor a i'"^*^'', partlailariy U toxic 
wastes were dnmped. 

0*s|itt«. dM court order, state bispectioo 
reporti document tht continued pretence o< 
barrel* along r bedgerov t n th* Tlptoa- sit* 
j jemuia 1972 and 197S. Otsint th* next 
thrs* yetia. Tlptor repeatedly aaanna th* 
EPA. be-will remore th* barreia. and hi* 
pattest peo pal. Ui* EPA.. It pletaed. In aa 
exchange of letten, the agency wntet . "W* 

.certainly look- fuiwaid to bearing.fnno you 
'WbtB tlda work has. bees completed.-^ 

Measwhlle, th* siata public health depart-
nient sogxesta that t te Johnsons build a new 
well. The present wti t It says in a 1973 
letter, ia badly consTscted and located near a 
septic tanic and an asalysia Indieatee "tmsat-
isfactoty j n a e a e e oi bacteTta." 

The Johnsooa* wed may b* cootamlnated 
by nmbt t from scpsc tanlu or fertUizer. an 
EPA- supervisor later note*. But addltiooal 
evidence convtace* c i a o t h e r s * . 

The Paraheeca: T i t Joimsoot had stopped 
drfnliiot water t rxs .their weS in 1972, 
uoBviuced It was caisng their ailments. But 
eon* of th* tesa performed by the i t t te 
backed them upw la March. 1973, they buy 
two parakeet* to use In a s ezperlmeot con-
dncted with th* help of a toxlcotogist. 

On* b(rd g e u v t i e r t m » th* weQ. and the ' 
' other la given bottled water. In three days; 

the Hrd drinking well water bat difficulty-
breathing; die oth«r-btrd !a Sne. Th* waiar la 

- iwitdied. Th* sick bird taapfovea; the oOier, 
becoDKa tit. — -~ -.—.'-

After t jcuoud ihajge of~ water, the pan— 
keet getting wel] w t o r starta to t iaable: its 
legs become scaly. 'Aay t l aa yoa taw that 
bird, day or night it would, lift one leg, then 
the other." says Violet Joknaod. "It would fly 
against ita cage like It wat going insane. 
Finally, It got s a n iak it-Just laid oo the 
tnttom of ihe cage i;al died." 

A txjxlcologin performs an autopsy and 
finds a fflercnry content 30 dmes higher than 
normal for domestic fowl. 

Th* Johnsons FIgbt On: On Jsn. 7, 1974, 
•Jie Johnsons' fean ."iially a n confirmed—by 
a pnvate company t̂ «%' have engaged on their 

Monday—The state's 
uncharted wastelands 
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own. The Ertcitioa ChemicaKCa. in .Vorth-
brook, unlike the s a t & haa waited until after 
a beavy rain to do ita testing. T u Johnsons 
had axed that the water had tasted its worst 
after a big s t o n e 

Rudolph T. Lobcr.-'an E.-ickaoa chemist, 
recalls the sample: "I could smell the stuff in 
the water, tht water was dijcokired and the 
nate was telling me there 'vas nothing 
then." 

The water, he'reports. "reveals i probable 
source of health problems to animais and 
hnmaas." The mercury in the water is four 
times 'Jie allowable limits set by Illinois and 
Chicago scandards, Loher finds. Mercury is 
found in paint pigments. 

l.oher also discoven a pia^tidzer called 
diocr/lpblau (COPX which convinces him 
that 'Jie Johnson's well water is "being 
contaminated î y some outside source mit 
natural to a farm enyironment" Experiments 
have shown that such chemical "'pblates" may 
rcstilt in netirological disorders. 

In the spring of 1974. the Joiinsaas spend 
(5,000 to drill a new, 300-faot well. Tests 
later show traces of memiry in that water. 

Another Jokaaoa Enters the Case: On Sept 
-23, I37S. Oennia Johnson.-a new state EP.\ 
supervisor and no reladon to the-Johnsons, 
visits the Tiptoo farm. He bat just read the 
Johnson file for th* first time and is immedi
ately alarmed by the case. 

Dennis Johnson takes samples from the 
Johnson well, ncigbbonng wells and tr?m 
leaking b a m l s on w o Tipton sites—one i t 
th* old quarry and one at a ttedgerow. The 
state EPA lah In. Chicago tinds traces of 
pbenois. a huardous substance, in five of the 
wells. 

But 15 barret samples a n not analyze*. 
Dennis Johnson learnt, because his div.sion 
had exceeded Ita monthly, lO-sample quota. 
.As a favor, however, a Ian employee tests 
some samples ann finds 12 types, of phenols, 

'but be never writes a report because of the 
qnota,.Johnson says. 

Roy Frazier. head o< EPA's Champaign lab. 
tdmiu that officially no tests w e n made an* 
BO record of them exltta. But he aemes that a 
qeott system is used. He explains that the lao 
probably wasn't equipped to perform the 
tens. 

Inexplicably, the state iat> does analyze 
b a m i samples from the same site taken by 

K K Winnebago Couaty health depa-tment 
Phenols a n (oand, and the concentration in 
one ba.-nl is great enough U} itill 25 adults, 
Oennis Johnson reports. 

Ooa't Orisfc th* Water. The .Marvin John
sons, convinced by Dennis Jobntoo that they 
are being poisoned bychermcals in the '*"ater 
from both ^heir 'Aiells. tnove to a new farm -n 
1976. 

That year, tht faimly also receives prooi 
from rwo physicians that 'their illnesses a n 
caused by mercury, lead, cadmium and other 
metals. Tbey finally begin medical '.n&t. 
ment—yean after their exposure to the 
chemicals began. 

Al» in 1976, Oeania Johnsoa quits the EPA 
In fnstratioa, leaving behind a a seven-page 
memo, urging '•immediate enforcement ac-

luTK to- Page 39 



Cathy couldn't walk... 
Continued from Page 33 
tion" against Tlptoa for "flagrantly" 
operating an illegal and hazardous land
fill. 

Johnson's memo is ignored. No action 
is taken. 

The Trial: The' Johnson lawsuit 
against Valspar and Tipton goes to trial 
in May, 1980. The family is seeking SI 
million in damages, but it's a case they 
are destined to lose. 

The suit charges that the contamina
tion of their water supply by wastes 
dumped at the Tipton farn.'between 
1963 and 1973 "constituted an ultraha-
zardous activity," 

yaJspar, the suit asserts, demonstrated 
"reckless disregard for the safety' and 
protection of human beings", by failing 
:o determine where the hazardous waste 
was being disposed. 

Valspar attorney Eugene Pigatti ar
gues that Valspar's wastes could not 
have been responsible, because the John^ 
sons' ailments began before Valspar bar
rels were dumped at the Tipton farm. 

Tipton's attorney, Robert Coplan, ar
gues that the EPA tests failed to show 
that the Johnsons' water contained 
chemicals that affected their health. 

The Johnsons' attorney, Bernard 
Reese, says the case proved there was 
mercury in the barrels, mercury In the 
water and mercury in the Johnsons, 
documenting a case of chemical poison
ing. 

"This stuff can come in traqe amounts 
and build up over the years," he says. 
"The symptoms were discovered several 
years after the dumping began. Tying 
the ailments to the contaminatien and 
the contamination to the dumping and 
the dumping to the source is almost 
impossible from an evidentiary stand
point."-

What does the jury think? 
Some don't even tiiink the Johnsons 

were sick. After all those treatments 
"they sure didn't look ill to me," says 
one juror. 

Says another "Some of us were of 
the opinion that Valspar was definitely 
guilty, but the proof was missing. To 
me. it was neglectful all around. Biit 
two or three, of the men on the jury— 
the company men—said they worked 
for companies and that it* was normal 
procedure to hire scavengers to haul 
away the wastes. Where it goes is up to 
the scavenger." 

Fost-Mortem; Dozens of experts inter
viewed after the trial found problems 
with the Johnsons' case—one of the 
first of its kind: 

• .An inadequate response by state and 
county agencies to the Johnsons' first 
complaints meant that crucial evidence 
was not gathered early enough. Testing 
equipment was not sophisticated enough 
fn Hn t h p inK .Whpr i camnlac Wf . r» t f i l rpn 
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MISSY, 3, a Johnson granddaughter, d«-
veteped a bleeding ucler at 6 fnonths. 

many were never analyzed by the state 
EPA lab. 

• Some of the Johnsons' expert wit
nesses were forced to equivocate on 
major points. A geologist testified, for 
example, fhal the chemicals could have 
traveled to the Johnson farm from Tip
ton's, but they coidd have traveled in 
other directions as well. A geological 
study to document the groundwater 
flow would have cost $10,000. 

»There was incomplete informatioa 
about hazardous wastes. Phenols were 
not listed as hazardous by the federal 
EPA until after the trial; thus, an expert 
witness had to testify that phenols were 
not classified as hazardous, 

• Because Valspar was the only manu
facturer named as a defendant in the 
case, evidence was limited to the period 
after 1971 when Valspar drums first 
appeared on the site. But records 
showed dumping had begun a decade 
before, that other companies were In
volved and that the ground still is satu* 
rated with chemicals. 

But the biggest Irony was the evi
dence that emerged after the trial— 
evidence that the jtirors never heard. 
. They heard a family currently li\1ng 
at the old Johnson farm testify as de
fense witnesses that they had not suf
fered any ailments. But the defense 
chose not to call the Royal Backes 
family, who lived on the farm immedi
ately after the Johnsons, Unfortunately, 
the Johnsons' lawyer did not learn about 
the Backes family until after the verdict. 

Royal Backes. 33, and his wife Gail, 
31, lived on the farm for more than a 
year, beginning in 1976. They drank the 
water, despite its smell, after tests con
cluded it was safe for consumption. 

There was an unexplained irritability 
and tension among the family members, 
*» t a n e i r t n fVt»%t t l i v - r c o i ^ wr>r \ tU»i» - n n n i r ^ c t tAnr^ 

and daughter against daughter, say 
Mrs. Backes. 

There were bellyaches, headaches am 
sore throats, unexplained learning diffi 
culties in school. Tiana, the family': 
Irish setter, suddenly died of blood clot 
in her stomach. 

The hardest hit was a Backes daugh 
ter, Cathy, 8. One morning she draggei 
herself into her parents' room unable tt 
walk. Doctors first diagnosed it as 
bone disease and then as advanced ar 
thritis. 

"Her knees locked, her elbows locked 
she bent over from the waist," Mrs 
Backes says. "She couldn't hold herseil 
up straight." The Backes family now 

-wonders if the water caused some oi 
their problems. They are taking tests to 
find out. 

Today:"Robert Bell, the scavenger,.no 
longer hauls hazardous wastes. "The 
EPA got too tough and said we had to 
take it 100 miles to Chicago," he savs, 
"That's too far to bother with." " . 

Farmer Tipton doesn't use his farm as 
a dump site. As to the Johnson suit, he 
says he was "just a poor farmer caught 
in the middle. They were after that 
paint company and all its millions," 

Valspar says it will comply with reg
ulations that now make companies re
sponsible for where their wastes are 
dumped. "We assumed the wastes were 
going to an approved site," says a 
Valspar official. "At the time of the 
incident, there were not the same re
strictions there are now. Whenever 
these situations are called to our atten
tion, we want to correct it." 

The EP.\ still is waiting for Valspar to 
remove 800 of its barrels stored for at 
least six years at an old salvage yard in 
Franklin Grove, HI. 

The Poison Remains: Two weeks be
fore the trial, Dennis Johnson took a 
sample of gelled paint resin from the 
shallow pit on the Tipton farm whfiYe, 
more than eight years ago, waste had 
been dumped and covered with soil. 

Johnson said tests showed it con
tained hazardous phenols four to six 
times above acceptable standards for 
safe drinking water. 

"The judge wouldn't let this into 
evidence," Johnson recalls, "That's the 
kind of legal ineptitude involved in a 
case like this." 

Whenever Violet Johnson hears that a 
family has moved into her old house, she 
warns them about the well and the 
poison buried on the adjoining land. 

"We've seen on television about the 
Love Canal [in New York sute]," she 
says. "We had the same symptoms as 
the \nctims there. They make these laws 
about dumping, hut they don't have 
much concern about enforcing them," 

And, says Violet Johnson: "The sad 
pan of all this is that the dump is still 
out there, and it has been covered over. 

file:///nctims
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UAf^^ Disposal problem at Sun-Times 
Field Enterprises Inc.i which pub

lishes the Sun-Times, has had Us share 
of problems disposing of Industrial 
wastes. 

Four times since' mid-1977, the 
company has been cited' by the Metro
politan Sanitary District for discharg
ing high levels of dontamlnants into 
the sewers. 

Excessive lead concentrations from 
the etching ' ot Sun-Times printing 
plates figured in all (our violation 
notices. Other problems Involved high 
levels of nitric acid, copper anb oily 
wastes, 

, -, Field hired independent experts and 

undertook steps to. capture and neu
tralize the. substances causing the 
problem. However, a larger holding 
tank was needed to prevent overflows 
of etching wastes, skim oil and con
trol odd. A new lead Hlter system 
also was required. The new system is 
being installed. 

By .next March, the Sim-Times 
plans to switch to an entirely new 
plate-m.tklng system that will create 
no lead or add etching wastes. ' 

Stanley Wiiltebloom, Industrial 
wasre •• <:<̂ r̂WÎ Mor for the Sanitory . 
District,'iiiii ;Hiat the Sun-Tlmcs jdid 

not present "a real serious problem" 
except for one lead sample 200 times 
the allowable limit. 

"You can't shut down the paper for 
something like this," he said. "To 
resolve these things aiid_ keep business 
in business takes time." 

Whitebloom said that, if the Sani
tary District thought the Sun-Tlmcs 
was making no progress toword cur-
roiting the problem, it would have 
moved from conciliation hearings into 
another stage leading to court action. 
. "Obvious^>', we bclievfd ther^ was 
progress >eii}^;Hov^n," jh> .s^tj. ] ^ ' 
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their story 
V . 1 

The six members of the Marvin Johnson famiiy have 
undergone five years of medical treatinent to rid their bodies 
of chemical poisoning. 

'TA like to let people know that there is help," said Violet-,-
Johnson, the mother of four. ,"We*ve been hurt, and we ] 
probably never will get batik the way we were before. But y n . A 
are thankful we are as good as we are. 

"I think I cried a bucket of tears for our children and their i 
education and their illnesses. You .can't understand it unless 
you go thrpugh it yourself," 

The family went to dozens of specialists, none of whom 
could diagnose what was «Tong. Finally, in 1976, Dr. Ann 

I Rejoiolds of the Universit>' of Illinois, aiialy^ed hair and oali' 
j samples from each member ot the family. 

C) "We found elevated methyl-mercury- levels in the blood In 
three of the family members," she said. "The amounts were 
the highest I have seen in a Midwestern population." 

"Over time, mercury' settles In the bones and -even smalt 
— dosages can build up there and have a significant health 

effect,'" . ~ 
Some fil.ihe effects of mercury poisoning on human beings. 

according isAhe U.S. surgeon general, are drowsiness, <iiffi-
cult>'' in concentrating, nervousness, burning eyes, painful 
mouths, rashes atid'tremors, numbness, muscular incoordina
tion, blurred %ision. difficult speech, intellectual deterioration 

The Johnson family exhibited ait of these symptoms 
Dr. Johr K. Olwin of Skokie. a surgeon who has done 

research on metal poisoning, next examined the Johnsons, 
finding high levels of lead, arsenic and cadmium in their urine. 

Olwin and Reynolds said the levels of toxic metals wouki 
have been higher had they been measured at the time the 
s>Tnpioms appeared. 

Donald, the youngest ot the Johnsoiis, has the most lead ic 
his urine, nearly three times greater than the acceptable 
amount. 

Now 18. he is thin, pale, withdrawn. His mother, referring 
to a diar\- she kept of the family's miseries, talked about her 
yonngest" child. occask>nally brealclng into tears: "^-^ ... 

"Donald was a healthy baby, but when he was 9 {1971], he 
bet;an to get sore throats all the time. Then, he developed *̂  
pains in the heels of his feel. These meuls would settle in cer
tain places," she said. "He had dlfficultj- walking. One time he 
walked up the stairs and hollered he had a pain in his back. 
He'd stiffen up and he couldn't move." 

There was a chronic inner-ear infection, rashes believea to 
be allergies, a bald spot on the back cf his head, his speech be
gan to. slur. But the headaches were the worst. 

"HE HAD SHOOTING pains -down in his neck and up his 
head and out into his ears," his mother said. "He would come 
in. iie down, take & pillow and put it on top of his head to cov
er up. He just didn't know what to do." 

He had two abnormal brain scans, but doctors found no 
e\idence of brain damage. However, a clmical psychologist 
reported Donald was a "slow-moving youngster" who was 
"tending to withdraw emotionally within himself." 

Donald missed months of school at a time, had to repeat 
fifth And sixth grades and dropped out of school at age 14. 

In Donald's urine there was three times the acceptable 
levels of arsenic, 1.5 times the acceptable limits of copper, and 

and cadmium in her system. 
Marsin Johnson, now 49, first began to experience a "tired 

feeling" and headaches in 1967. His genitals occasionaliy 
would swell; he had chest pains and felt 6izz\- through the 
summer of 1972. 

The symptoms got worse. His vision blurred and, like the 
rest of the family, he drooled Involuntarily. "WTien we woke 
in the morning, our pillows would be wet," Violet Johnson 
said. 

The ailments continued. He couldn't sleep: "I would lay 
there and get chills and just shake all over . . . mayoe two o.-

. three hours sometimes." 
He couldn't work: "A lot of times I'd be out working and 

I'd have to come in and lay down, my bead and my heart 
would be hurting so." 

i Olwin found that Marvin Johnson had 3,5 times the normal 
level of lead in his urine. 

Rebecca, now 24, and JEllzabeth, now 22, both suffered' 
from abdominal pains, headaches, mouth sores and general 

. listlessness. Hebecca missed 75 days of school in one year. 
Olwin found her urine contained arsenic levels 14 times the 

'Acceptable levels. 
Elizabeth missed 65-days of school one year and had to 

repeat seventh grade. Her urine contained 1.7 times the 
normal limits of lead. 

ELIZABETH'S DAUGHTER, Missy, now 3, suffered from a 
,bleedhig ulcer when she was 6 months old. Doctors said 
may have been related to Elizabeth's toxic poisoning. 

Olwin said he assumed that the lead and other meuTs 
(which were never tested for) caused the family's ailments. 
"The circumstantial evidence is very conrtncing." he said, 

£acb member of the family has had a program of three> 
hour chelation treatments in which a chemical—ethylene 
diamine tetracetic acid—is transfused through the body." The 
chemical pulls the metals from bones and tissues and eventuai* 
ly is excreted in the orine. 

After 20 sessions each, Violet and Marvin Johnson have 
completed their last treatments. 

Some metals remain in their bodies, and It is possible they 
never will be rid of the poisons. ' 

« Said "Marvin Johnson: "They say you could have -effects 
Jfrom-theae; chemical: poisonsrAr.years a i t t rwir i i . V-e ^us: 
<JoB!t k fevv . PT,-

I 
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_five times the accepuble limits of lead. Olwin found. 
Fred, now 26, was a healthy baby. At age 13. he missed 74 

days of school from bouts with stomach pains and rashes. 
Reynolds found mercur}' in the blood. Olwin discovered 
arsenic levels 1.3 times the accepuble .level and twice the 
accepuble levels of lead. 

Violet Johnson is 64 now. Until the late 1960s she said she 
was "feeling falrty well," even dri\1ng a tractor on the farm 
until 1966. Then she began "feeling tired" all the time. 

In 1974. she recalled, "My lip, cheek and jaw would Fwell 
quite large, and I would lose my voice. It got so bad I was em
barrassed to teach Sunday school." Her wrist also would swell 
and itch, and there were burning pains In her chest. 

"I had numbness in my hands, frequent headaches, neck 
pains and trembling in the legs," she recalled. "I'd get chills. I 
tiiought It was because of my age. but then Marvin got it. The 
whole bed would tremble, and I couldn't even lay in bed." 

Olwin found more than twice the acceptable limit of lead 
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^ Chicago, Monday, November 10, 1980 

By Pamela Zokman' and Paul Galloway 
CopyrlBhl, I tM, Chicago Sun-TlnMi 

Hundreds of Illegal dump sites, which the Mate 
ordered covered with soil even thbugh they may 
contain dangerous chemicals, are scattered 
throughout Illinois. But state officials don't know 
where all of (hem are. 

Between 800 and 2,000 sites were blanketed 
with two feet of earth tn a statewide campaign In 
the 1970fr that was designed to eliminate "unsight
ly and Inexcusable sources of pollution" caused by 
the open buhning of garbage at illegal dump.s. 

A later Inquiry showed hazardous chemicol.'! also 

SECOND OF A SERIES 

were burled lii the dumps, thrcAtenIng water 
supplies. 

One of the worst was a lO-acre cancer or'waste 
near tiny Byron» 12 miles southwest o( Rockfoi^. 

Often at the Byron dump, nearby streams ran as, 
red as a mixture of rust and blood, but H wasn't 
until five of Joe Bronnum's cows died that Mt 
became obvious that the slate's "coverup'* cam
paign hadn't done the Job. 

The story of Wilford Johnson's illegal dump near 

Byron is a bewildering chronicle ot how (he State 
of Illinois, through naive enthusiasm, became an 
eccomplfce In pollution. 

"Tiie state does not dispute Its contributlod to 
.this unfortunate incident;' ht\ assistant attorney 

Jencral told a <:ourt during the prosecution ot 
ohnson for his .unlawful dumping of chemical 

tilth. • . - ^ 
There is evidcrice that the state Environmental 

Protection Agency, embarrassed by'its involvement 
in pollution, withheld evidence (hat i^lght imve 
helped the attorney general prosecute' Johnson. 

The jtrnvcutlon of Johnson itself seems another 

Turn (0 Pagf « 

^ 'n m m ^ m i • f f f - r ^ y . <%r T 

In covering dumps 



Continued from Page 1 
instance of futile, bureaucratic nonsense, for the sute is trying 
to make Johnson clean up bis mess even though it is aware 
that he is broke, ill and may no longer even own the land. 

The sUte's case against Johnson has dragged on for six 
years. "With all the money the sute has spent on taking me to 
court," Johnson says, "it could have cleaned up the dump," 

One estimate puts the cost of the cleanup at $280,000, and a 
look at the investigations, legal files and court appearances 
Indicates he's probably right. 

If the case of the Byron dninp were an isolated incident. It 
might merely evoke anger, astonishment and a sense of relief 
that the damage can at least be corrected. 

BUT THERE ARE many more Byrons throughout Illinois, 
and one big problem for the sute Is finding them. There is no 
master list, no master map. 

•Tve been trying to get a list for more than a year and 
haven't found one," says Rauf Piskin, a sUte EPA geotogist in 
charge of locating the dtunps. 

He has selected 10 dumps for testing bat has examined only 
four. Each reveals chemical contamination, and, in two cases, 
local water supplies that are polluted and tmfit for drinking. 

The term "coverup" in this fiasco is not only a figure of 
speech. The Illinois EPA, with the uninformed zeal and 
encouragement of the federal EPA, mounted a campaign, from 
1970 to 1975, to cover dumps—legal and Illegal—with two 
feet of dirt. 

Thanks to what enthusiastic sUte officials dubbed the 
"Ciose-and-Cover" campaign, Illinois led the nation in dumps 
buried in the ill-conceived crusade; 

But a two-foot layer of earth couldn't stop the invisible 
chemical contamination of subterranean groundwater, the 
drinking source for hundreds of thousands of people through
out Illinois. 

"The sute of the art In the early '70s was, 'Quit what 
you're doing and put two feet of dirt on it,' " says Ross Craft, 
manager of program developemnt for the sUte EPA, who 
estimates the number of potential Byrons at 1,200. 

But Piskin says that between 1,500 and 2,000 dumps were 
buried during the "Close-and-Cover" program. 

"Around 1975, we realized that many of these sites had 
been taking in more than solid garbage," Craft says. "They 
v;ere taking in liquid wastes, too. By that time, more than 
i.OOO sites had been covered." 

STATE EPA DIRECTOR, Michael Mauzy, whose estimate of 
8C0 covered dumps is the lowest, agrees that the B)Ton dump 
so far is the worst known site. "Byron," be says, I s not 
exactly a case I'm proud of." 

Mauzy explains that the jurisdictional conflict between the 
EPA's land and water divisions contributed to delays in 
prosecuting the case, "We're a little better on that stuff today 
than we were then," Mauzy says. "We've learned from our 
past mistakes." 

A look at the case of the deadly Byron dump finds former 
operator Wilford Johnson to be, at once, the villain and victim 
of the piece. 

Johnson was guilty of illegal dumping. But, in an astound
ing twist of logic, the sute today also finds Itself prosecuting 
hira to get him to undo what it told him to do in the first 
piace. 

In at least 10 warning letters from the EPA, he was told to 
cover the debris at his salvage yard—debris that included 
barrels of cyanide. He finally complied and even got a letter 
commending hJm for his cooperation. In 1977, the sUte 
changed its mind and ordered him to dig up the dump and get 
rid of the buried chemicals. 

The poison remains today on land marked with a sign 
saying, "Enter at Your Risk." And Johnson is mad. 

• HE STILL LIVES In Byron, the yard of his home littered 

BARRELS that once contained chemicoi woi te i can iti l i b« found 

at the tide of a ravine at tfie old Byron salvage dumo near 

Rockford. (Sun-Times Photoi by Perry C, Riddle) 

with junk. He answers a knock at his door by shouting, 'if 
you're from the EPA, you can't come in!" 

But a reporter Is welcome. A heavy-set man who sees 
himself as a victim of government harassment, Johnson sits in 
an easy chair, smoking a cigarette. He is wearing a white T-
shirt and striped overalls. 

In a booming voice, he denounces his bureaucratic enemies. 
"I won't let any of those EPA bastards In here!" he says, "The 
sute told me I had to cover the dump, so I did It Now, some 
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contractor tells me It will cost $280,000 to clean It up and 1 
don't have that kind of money. 

"The EPA bame on my land like (hey were kings or 
something. They stood right there and supervised the burial 
and then sent a letter thanking me. They say on the radio 
where I'm responsible for burying cyanide that was poisoning 
things. They think I'm quite a beast. Wouldn't you be bitter?" 

Johnson says a Judge asked him the other day if he was go
ing to clean up his dump. "I said, 'Hell, I csh*t clean it up.' So 
the judge cbntlnued It to another day.' " 

The Byron dump was part of a 50-acre parcel of land 

fiurchased by Johnson In the mid-1960s. Johnson used 10 acres 
or a salvage yard, and the rest was leased by Joseph Vincer 

for a dirt track for motorcycle racing. 

HERE'S A SUMMARY of what happened on Johnson's side 
of the tradt: < 

In 1970, state EPA inspecJtora find Johnson Is illegally using 
his salvage yard as a dump tor barrels of liquid wastes, and 
tell him he's violating the law. They suggest he apply for • 
dumping permit. 

Johnson (ells the EPA he's running only a scrap salvage 
yard and has no Intention ot using his land for a dump; he 
promises to clean it up. 

Vincer and other neighbors begin complaining to the Ogle 
County health department and the EPA about Johnson't 
dumping. 

An EPA Inspector returns and finds that 300 barrels Of-
liquid and solid materials have been dumped there. Some 
drums containing paint wastes and sodlunt cyanide •are 
leaking. 

In the first of a year-long series ot letters, the EPA tells 
Johnson to cover the dump with dirt, Johnson finally followa 
instructions, and on Aug 11, 1972, the EPA writes Johnson 
thanking him for his cooperation, observingIhat the dump has 
been "satisfactorily closed and covered." 

After the EPA's thank you note, its surveillance section geti 
an alarming report from a private environmental analyst. 

-The report says that the water In Woodland Creek, which 
runs along the John.son dump. Is running red, ana that the 
concentrations of cyanide in the creek are eight times above 
state slandards. 

TIIE ANALYST has been hired by Commonwealth Edi.son 
Co., which Is purchasing property near Its Byron nuclear 
plant. 

Enter Inspectors from yet another EPA department—the 
water pollution section—who sample water from Woodland 
Creek near Its Junction with the Uo<M River. In a ravine near 
the Johnson dump, they find a "strong'chemical odor and 
discoloration" and "extremely high concentrations ot cya
nide." 

Tiiey describe the water hues as ranging from red to 
reddish-yellow to yellow—a kind ot liquid rainbow of ket
chup- and mustard-colored contamination. 
' Gerald M., Kehoe, one ot the Inspectors, remembers the 

overpowering fumes from the chemicals. "That night two ot 
us got sick from breathing the stuff," he says. "We were 
nauseous and had headaches." 

The EPA water pollution inspectors begin building a tile on 
the Byron dump. Nelgnbor Vincer says Johnson is pouring 
cyanide-ridden wastes in the salvage yard to "control rats" 
and putting cyanide barreis into "every hole and gulley he can 
find." 

Vincer Ukes Inspectors to a dam In a ravine, where he says 
Johnson stockpiles chemical wastes and. during a heavy rain, 
opens (he dam so the wastes flow into Woodland Creek. 

Walking along a waterway In (he salvage yard, Kehoe finds 
barrels marked "Poison: Sodium Cyanide." Interviewing 
neighbors, he learns of trucks hauling barrels Into the salvage 
yard and pouring liquids into ravines. One woman saya more 

' (han 300 fish In her lake have died In the last two years. The 
lake somellmcs Is ted by the overflow from Woodland Creek. 

While the EPA's land and water units pad their flies, Its 
surveillance section tires oft a telegram to Johnson, Informing 
him (hat he Is breaking the law by discharging (oxic wastes 
in(o the Rock River tributaries. 

This telegram comes two years after Johnson is warned he 
is dumping Illegally. 

The Commonwealth Edison consultant has more bad news 
for the EPA. He has found high cyanide readings In another 
creek; some levels are 60,000 to 90,000 times higher than state 
standards, according to EPA records. 

TIIE WATER POLLUTION Inspectors continue to send their 
reports through EPA channels, expecting legal action to be 
taken against Johnson. Nothing happens. 
. "'We thought It was a hot case, but It sat on someone's 
desk," says a former Inspector who will not allow his name to 
be used. "It got to be sort ot disgusting. I think It was Just a 
screwup." 

But another EPA Inspector who requests anonymity says: 
"They Just got swamped. The EPA was flooded with cases, 
and the Byron dump was Just forgotten. It was (he death of 
the cows that made the EPA finally move:" 

In May, 1974, five cows belonging to Joe Brannum, who 
has a farm near the Johnson dump, die after drinking from a 
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!>am. Autopsies put the r.-mse of death us cyanide poisoning. 
I'A hispoclors from Hic Innd pulliillon unit, which two 

irs corlier had-ordered (he coveting uf (he Ilyron dump, 
iln find barrels of chemical pollutants leaking Into a ravine 
>r a heavy rain. 
he Inspectors re|>ort: "Johnson's method ot disposing ot 
cyanide wasles was to take a pick, smash a hole In each ot 
barrels and let the contents drain out on the ground. The 

rels were then sold as trash barrels." 
;!ommonwealth Edison finds cyanide barrels buried on 
mlapd near Johnson's dump, and neighbors (ell the EPA 
t Johnson Is responsible. Edison will spend $410,000 to dig 
and remove more than (.500 barrels for proper disposal 
I to decontonilnate the soil by sprinkling the land with k 
itrallzing chentlcal.' 
N LATE 1974, the Byron dump becomes a public scandal. 
' EPA announces that cyanide has been found in some 
/ate wells In the area. 
Harris Chlen, of the Kockford EPA otfide. tries td calm the 
ultlng uproar. "There Is no cause tor Immediate alarm," he 
's, because the cyanide levels are "minute" and the water 
II b e s a t e to d r i n k " t o r t h r e e o r t o u r l i f e t i m e s . " 

Chien s a y s B y r o n c i t i z e n s m u s t s h a r e t h e b l a m e t o r n o t 
)or t lng c y a n i d e d u m p i n g s . 

I l ls c h a r g e Is a n g r i l y a t t a c k e d a t a n e m o t i o n a l t o w n 
•etlng- In B y r o n , w h e r e r e s i d e n t s a c c u s e t h e EPA a n d O g l e 
u n t y h e a l t h uKlc l a l s of Igno r ing c o m p l a i n t s t h e y h a d m a d e 
• t o u r y e a r s a b o u t t h e B y r o n d u m p . 

hour y e a r s a f t e r t h e first w a r n i n g t o J o h n s o n a b o u t h i s 
:gal d u m p i n g , t h e E P A (lies a c o m p l a i n t a g a i n s t h i m w i t h 
> Po l lu t ion C o n t r o l Board , (he s t a t e a g e n c y c h a r g e d w i t h 
l l ing w a s t e - d i s p o s a l r u l e s a n d h e a r i n g c a s e s o t ru l e viola-
ns, 
lohnson is charged betore (he board wllh operating an 

illeg.il IniMltill Dine* 1070. Additionally, he's act-used ot 
dumping rhniilrals at his salvage yard and on neighboring 
land that pulUiIrd Woodland Creek, Us (libulurios and area 
groundwater wllh excessive levels ot cyanide, lead and other 
metal compounds. 

S(a(e public health officials test 139 Byron-area wells, and 
23 families are advLsed to stop using (he water for drinking 
and cooking because ot dangerous levels of lead and mercury. 

Seven o(her wells not used tor drinking also have danger
ous chemical levels, and 23 others are almost dangerous, says 
the memo. The Inspection report adds: , 

"From a public health standpoint, I believe action to locate 
and remove any buried barrels ot Industrial wastes is justified; 
however, again EPA has the only legal Jurisdiction and no one 
has the money," 

IN \VJ%, assistant attorney general Michael Bcnnedetto files 
a written final argument In the case, conceding, "The state 
docs not dispute Its contribution to this unfortunate Incident.' 

The attorney general's office finally' has learned what 
Johnson's lawyer knew all ajong—ihat the state EPA had 
ordered Johnson to cover his dump and, In effect, was partly 
responsible tor the water pollution. 

The EPA. tails to Inform the attorney general's lawyers 
about Its involvement in the "Close-and-Cover" campaign; 
they learn about It from Johnson's lawyer. 

Sherwood Levin, Johnson's lawyer, contends that his clieiil 
is blameless because he burled the barrels at the EPA's 
insistence and In return received a letter (hanking hini fur 
following orders under a letterhead proclaiming, "In the New 
Illinois. We Accommodatel" 

Bennedetto rejects this argument, ajiserting, with some 
irony, "The state ot Illinois, through iis'agcncies empowered 
to -snfegiiard the environment, cannot sit Idly by while serious 
environmental damage goes unchecked." 

In April, 1977. after 13 Interim orders, (he PolhitiiH) roii(rol 

Board finds Johnson giilKy of w.iler pollution and orders him 
(o remove the barrels and contnniinaled soil "in a safe, legal, 
expedilloiis niunncr." 

in Its order, the boord admits "there can he no question that 
(he agency's actions did contribute to the prolilcin a( hand," 
adding, "it Is Indeed Ironic that the state should prosecute" 
Johnson after thanking him for following its orders. 

TIIE BOARD ORDER also recognizes the Johnsons' physical 
and financial plight. Johnson had been disabled since 1974, 
and his wife in 1977 was battling cancer. His land was caught 
In a foreclosure proceeding and the family was deeply In debt. 

I 

After (wo years of Inacdon, (he a((orney general's office 
tiled suK In Ogle County In 1979, seeking a court order to 
force Johnson to comply with the decision ot the Pollution 
Control Board. 

The barrels and the soil are still there to this day. 
By 1979, Johnson has developed • new defense, contending 

the chemical wastes were,already there when he bought (he 
land. 

Johnson also argues that he doesn't own the land anymore, 
and tax records support him. A speculator has bought tht 
property by paying the back taxes for 1975-78. 

But the Ogle County Circuit Court orders Johnson to clean 
up his dump anyway. 

Last May, the state asked (ha( Johnson be held In CDn(empt 
ot court for not obeying the 1977 Pollution Control Board 
order and cleaning the site. The action sllll Is pending because 
of the dispute over who owns the land. 

Today, one ot the Byron residents who fought the dump 
from the beginning, says: "I wrote the EPA In 1072 and 1974 
about (his, and they never did a damn thing about i(. But 
thaCs our Envlronmen(ai Protection Agency (or you. The only 
time (hey do anything is after the damage ia done." 
Tuenday: Th* most devloui dumper In Illiiioit. 
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WILFORD JOHNSON: "Wi th all tha money the state hai spent on taking me to court, it eouW hove c lwned up the dump." 

PLEASANT SCENE? NOT REALLY. Ben«jth this w»ed-covefed portion of th« Byron »oivog« 6vtr^ ora b«T«ls of cyonida. 



'Close and Cover' 

) 
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By Oaudia Ricci 
Once -Illinois officials 

realized that underground 
chemical poisons wouldn't 
go away just because they, 
were covered with soil, 
they launched a program 
to assess the danger 
caused by their "Close-
and-Cover" campaigiL 

Using a $50,000 federal 
grant,-the sUte randomly 
selected dimips in Cham
paign, Lockport, Mount 
Carmel, Belvidere, Can
ton, Montgomery and two 
apiece in Kane and S t 
Clair counties.' 

The results of the first 
four completed tests are 
not encouraging. In addi
tion to the cyanide turned 
up at the Byron site, here 
are the findings at the 
other three:^ 

• Macomb: Between the 
19508 "and 1970, domestic 
sludge, refuse and demolir 
tion mater ia l were 
dumped in 10 trenches at 
a 10-acre city landfill 
aboat 100 yards north of 
the Lamoine River In 
McDonough County. 
Analysis of ground seep
age samples and from 
tiiree wells shows concen
trations of iron, manga
nese, zinc, barium and 
lead which exceed stan
dards, of -the state Envi
ronmental Protection 
Agency. 

"The leachate [seepage] 
from this landfill poses « 
threat for pollution of 
groundwater and surfkce 
water," the reports sutes. 
"It appears that iground-
water pollution is caused 
by the landfill," • 

The report suggests, 
among other actions: "No
tify persons who seek to 
install wells as to poten
tial groundwater pollu
tion." 

OUR TOXIC 
TIME BOMB 

• DanviQe: Waste disposal 
started in the 1940s and 
ended in 1974 at a 56-acri 
site south of Danville be
tween the VermilitHi Riv
er and Intersute 74. Offi-
dals said 7,000 potmds of 
herbicide were diimped 
there. Chemical seepage 
at the site exceeds sute 
standards for barium, cop
per, iron, manganese, am
monia, .phospborons, lead, 
phenols and zinc. 

Groundwater is pollut
ed in the immediate vicin
ity of the landfiU," says 
the sute EPA, adding that 
seepage from this landfill 
"poses a pountial threat 

-for the pollution of sur
face and groundwater." 

The EPA says privaU 
wells in the area suffer 
"degraded" water quality. 

• Kane County: A 20<^re., 
scrapyard operated be- * 
tween 1968 and 1978 near 
the villages of Gilbert and 
Hennessy. Battery add 
was drained there so the 
lead casings of the batter
ies could be salvaged and 
sold. Also emptied into 
the ground were barrels 
of unknown liquid wastes. 
Excessive concentrations 
of boron, sulfates, ammo
nia and iron were found. 

"From all available 
data," says the EPA, "this 
facility was not properly 
sited, engineered or oper
ated from the sundpoint 
of protecting the ground
water." 
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neaky Steve: mid 
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A SERIES 

OUR T O X I C 
T IME BOMB 

He grosses millions of dollars off dangerous chemical waste 
By Pamela Zekman 
and Claudia Ricci 

Ca(>V'la'>'> I 'M' Chlc«(« Sun-Tlmtt 

Steve Martell, who has grossed (1 million a year 
diî posing of chemical wastes, is probably (he mos( 
notorious and formidable illegal dumper In the 
Chicago area. 

"If he's not the worst, he's certainly at the top 
of the list," says a high-ranking ofAciai of (he 
Illinois EnvironmenUi Protection Agency, which 
has been tangling with Martell for more (hua 10 
yoars. 

Martell, 51, has been caught operating lllegully 

In every phase ot waste disposal he has undertak
en—hauling, landfills, drum resulyaglng and incin
eration. 

He has worked by slenllli—In the dark of night 
as a midnight dumper—and In broad daylight, 
using disguised trucks to haul "hot loads" to secret 
dumps. 

"If (here were one person we could move to 
another state, he would be the one person," says 
the official, who asked not to be identified. "Everj'-
one in the EPA would condibute to pay for the 
moving van." 

Martell has defiled nearly every dump site he 
has touched, causing ciiorinous health hazard;) 

whose dangers remain to this day, 
"lllliiuis has been relatively lucky," the top EP/ 

official suys. "We have no i.ovu Cunal:>. We like (i 
point to a fairly good reconl, and I hen we havi 
Steve Martell. lie's a black mark for. the state.' 

Martell Is a maddening escape artist. Govorn 
ment agencies regularly haul hlin Into court, bu 
Martell keeps on hauling and dumping pollutants ii 
defiance of the law. lie inukes big money doing It 
grossing almost $1.4 million in 1971, the only yeai 
tor wlilth precise figures are available. 

Murtell has been sued u lolul of six (lines by thi 

lurq tu Page I 
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state, the federal EPA, and the Chicago Met' 
XOpolitaa Sanitary District. The City of Chicl' 
Jg^ also has tried to stop Martell, 

Whenever he's caught; officials say» ihe 
'Martell method is to admit he's wrong and 
then promise to clean up his mess. He hatf 
promised many times to stop his lUegai oper>> 
ations and tidy up, bat continually he reneged 
oa hid agreement, 

MarteU b still lo bosinessr {oday at tits 
Paxton Landfill, 12201 S, Ogelsby, operating 
one of the city's oldest and largest damp siteff. 
Hi* clients Inchide large, powerful corport* 
tions, whose spokesmen say they ore not 
responsible for Martell's actions. They say the 
corporations obey the law and they assume 
Martell does, too^ when he gets rid of their 
themical filtb. 

But he hasnt. That leaved the final respotl*' 
sibility with government lavv enforeement 
agencies. 

To Martell, the aatibiorlilefl are-ft mers 
annoyance. 

Their Impotence raises Questions: "Why 
(an't public agencies control an illegal dimip* 
.er like Martell? And how does Steve liiartell 
'get away wltli it? 
' An EPA offldal ,hac'an answer for i t » 
'second question: 'heaven only knows." 

• • e 

MartisU leaves a poUnted trail that Is easily 
tracked, but he himself Is somewhat of a 
mystery, almost an Invisible man. 

He is a dlrt-under-the-flngemalls,gtiy"wh0 
works seven-day weeks and often sleeps at 
his damps. 

He leads a solitary, secretive life, and lie' 
keepe his moiith shut On his lawyers' advltSi 
he has refnsed to talk to Sun-Times reporters. 
Haling a 10-year marriage, he never eves told 
his wife what he did for a Hving. 

- "He was a workaholid," his former wife 
tokl a Stm-Tlmes reporter in an Interview. 
"He*would work seven days a weelc He 
sever had any friends, only business assod* 
^tes, bnt I never met any of them. . 

"He. never talked about his work," Maude 
.Martell continued. "He's very secretive. I had 
no idea what he did, although I believed It 
had something to do with garbage." 

Once, s te said, when one of their three 

The LSGAL dumping sites 
•—giant ciay baihiubs 

Dmnpsites don't have to be grisly chemical 
fpraveyardsi 

There sow' are about a dozen landfills !n 
Illinois where hazardous chemicals are legally 
dtunped by permit into what one official calls 
"giant clay bathtubs." 

Before the state Environmental Protection 
Agency grants a permit for one of those sites, 
!t requires extensive studies to ensure that the 
geology of the area Is sUble enough so the 
Uqulds won't ooze from the pit and conumi* 
Bate underground water. 

Some highly toxic chemicals are neutral* 
Ized before they're dumped, but most cheml< 

' tals go into the trenches witii no treatment 
* As a check on the quality of underground 
Water when the landfill Is operating, wells 
Installed on the site are monitored periodical-

. ly to test for the presence of toxic corn* 
pounds. 

EPA rules generally allow liquid chemical 
wastes to be stized dlrectiy with garbage in 
trenches. At a few sites, wastes left in drums. 
ere permitted under special conditions.' 

JUI landfills are required to layer the mix* 
tore of refose and chemicals with solL When 
t t e trenches are filled to a predetermined 
point, they are covered with soil and grass. 

Claudui lUcd 

children asked him what he did, Manel'l 
repHed; "I rob banks." 

She then asked the reporter, "He doesn't 
xob banks, does he?" 

He doesnt, but hauling and dtmiping 
. diemicai wastes Illegally can be more finan-

dally rewarding and far less risky then bank 
iDbbery—if yoa develop the techniques Mar* 

•tell foUows.. 
e e e 

•" Former 'employees, B'usfness associates, 
•competitors, enviromnental agencies and 
'cotirt documents provided a look at the Mar* 
,tell business style. He has*.. 
• Avoided costiy dump fees by spray-Ing 
chemical waste on public roads, potiring It 
Into sewers and dumping It on farms and 
other illegal sites. 
• Signed lucrative contracts with companies 
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,oy promising to dispose of wastes only on 
.kgai sites, hot his illegal damping allowt hha 
to undercut his iaw*«biding competitors by as 
much as oo^third In hauUng fees. 
» Concealed liquid wastes in disguised, gerry* 
rigged equipment, such as old milk truclu,-
gsrbage truclcs and dump trucks that aren't' 
designed to carry flammable, dangerous mate'« 
rials. 
• Chased Inspectors from his dumps wi th . 
.ssarUng dogs and has been accused of dis* 
:couraging complaining neighbors with threats 
on their lives. Employees of an adjacent legal 

,landfni once caught Martell pumping chemi
cals onto their siU; Martell's response was to 
threaten to shoot any of the employees who 
•tried to interfere with him. ' 
• Ignored agreements he freely makes with 
authorities to clean up his messes or comply 

' with the law. He has contended he lacked 
funds to clean up a dump and then moved on 
to a new site under a new same. 

• • Hired cheap labor, mostiy Spanish-speaking 
day laborers, and he makes it clear that they 
are not to talk about wbat they do. 

^•Violated lease agreements, broken business 
'contracts, defaulted on loans, tridud his 
creditors, lied to enforcement agencies and 

,i^ored numerous court orders. 
^ • • e 

Martell is a former welder whose entry 
into the dumping game can be traced at least 
as far back as 1964 in sooth suburban Argo. 

I 

Since then, he has operated under 13 differ
ent business names in at least IS locations In 

' Chicago, suburban'Rlverdale, Ottawa (about 
SJl miles southwest of-Chicago) and Gary. 

One of the businesses was U.S. Scrap 
Corp.r which has been an enormous, chronld 
headache for city, liotmty and state authorities) 
since 1972. 

The company did modi of Its damage sear 
I19th St. and Cottage Grove, on hard-to-find, 
triangular acreage whose isolation provides 
the cover an illegal dumper prefers. 

Martell operated here for years, piling up̂  
violations that fill a filing cablnec On at least 
sbc occasions since 1972, Martell has promised 
to clean up the site or been ordered to do so 
or signed court agreements promising to do 
so. He has broken every pledge and order, 
including the last one, In June, 1980. 

No fewer than four agencies—the Qty of 
ChicagQ. the Metropolitan Sanitary District,' 
the sute EPA and the Qlisois attorney gener* 

• This i«r/«»—"Our roxi'tf' Titm Botnb"—is th* 
nsult of six months of irrmsHgatha thrcvghout 
JSnek by a tram of Sun-Timtt reportwrsi Tho 
strits, htghlightityg iiw growing •wrironrntnial 
danger of dumpirtg ehemieal wastes, was report" 

, ed by Assistant City Editor Pamela Zekman artd 
reporters HaHan Draeger, Oaudia Ricei and 
Jerry Shaffer. Today's artitdes were written by 
Special Writer Paul GaOoway. 

al's office—have tried to regulate tiiis illegal 
site and stop dumping there. 

James McCormack, who worked for Mar* 
tell at the dump In 1974, knows how it got to 
be a putrid, festering health hazard. 

They would dig a pit, 50 feet long and 30 
feet deep," he said. "They had two or three 
pits. They'd take open barreis and pour them 
into the pi t When it started overflowing, 
they^d bring in a load and put more solid stuff 
on it until it got stiff." 

*' Some of the work Could only be done in the 
middle of the night. "I knew something was 
wrong," McCormack said. "When tiiey send a 
truck out at 10 p.m. and it has to be unloaded 

'by 2 ajoo.. yoa know sometUsg is not r igh t 

"They caUed'tiioae 'special loads' or 'hot* 
loads.' That meant something toxic or some* 
thing add or sometiiing somebody frowned 
on, but you were told not to talk to anybody 
about what went on at the job." 
' McCormack also talked about rigging 
equipment to deceive authorities. "Martell 
took an old milk tryck, put it on a flatbed 
trailer and fixed it so it could haul add," said 
McCormack. "I spent a lot of time patching 
holes in It to keep the acid from leaking ou t " 

Eventually, McCormaclc. said, the camou
flaged milk trudk sprang too many.leaks and 
had to be laid to rest "I heard later tiiey 
buried the whole thing." 

Some of the wastes never made it to the 
jjtimp. "Some of the drivers would tell me 
"about opening the valves when they drove 
down a street and just letting the stuff pour 
out on the road. Sometimes they said they'd 
Just dump the stuff down sewers," he said, 

• • • 

* U.S. Scrap was In exlstende until 197$; 
when .Martell sold Its name and accounts for 

: " • Tarn to Page 9* 
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le hauled acid in a camouflaged milk truck 
Dnilnued from Page g 

75,000 while under a court order to (ilean up 
<a 119th St dump. 
The city died Martell for nine mlsdemean-

!' violations between 1972 and 1974; tour 
itations were dismissed, and Martell paid a 
ital ot only $925 In fines tor dumping 
/Itliout a permit, falling to cover liquid 
/astes and "creating a public nuisance." 
The Sanitary District began surveillance of 

ie dump In 1971; since lhen» 'Martell has 
lade nine "conciliation" agreements with the 
islrict lo correct the conditions there. He has 
>nored them all, although this month district 
fficlals said arrangements have been made to 
eniove 600 barrels that ore still there. 
Out it isn't Just the barrels that need 

rnioval. There are two lagoons, which used 
i overflow and catch fire, that still are 
;iturated with chemical gunk. Contaminated 
oil, the state believes, may go as deep as 20 
i-et Into the ground, poSIng o continuous 
ealth hazard to groundwater. 

In May, 1972, the Sanitary District charged 
larlell with dumping excessive amoiints of 
hroniluni. Iron, lead and mercury onto the 
istrlct's property and into its nearby Calumet 
fiver sewage-treatment plant. 

A month later, Martell agreed to remove 
•tl-soaked eurlh and otherwise police the 
rea. lie didn't, and a year later, the district 
^sued another nodce for the .same violation. 

Again, nothing was done, and In 1971 the 
^miliary Diiitrlct found Martell guilty of dis-
harging these excessive niclals Into (he sew-
r system, a storni-waler system and other 
roperly. The board (hreatuiu-d Martell with 
court order. 
Once more, nothing wa^ done, and the 

innilary District, Its pHlience 0p|iareii(ly 
vi'Miing tlilii, ohtaliifd a loiirt oitlt-r UKalusI 
'lartell and the I'cim Ceiilrjl U.K. und Garvey 

7f's m absolute mess." said Sanitary District 

President Nichc^s J . Melas, estimating It 

wptdd cost $260,000 to clean the 119 St. 

site vp. 'We want to find and prosecute 

Ittose wtiQ did tivs USeg^ dun^mg.' 

International, which had leased addltlonol 
land there to him. The order directed Martell 
and the others to stop dumping and clean up.-

The suit succeeded in getting a rare look af 
Martell's finances. According (o records he 

• was ordered (o submit, Mar(eirs businesses 
grossed $1,390,000 In 1974^ of which 
$952,440 was from hauling chemical wastes 
and $121,33;: .from the sale ot resalvaged 
drums and scrap. 

Dump fees, which comprise a substantial 
percentage In a legitimate operation, came 
only (o 2.7 percent of (he $1,359,066 he 
claimed as expenses. 

A financial siatement showed U.S. Scrap 
Corp. paid only $56,823 In taxes other than 
Income taxes; an additional $2,576 went tor 
other unspecified taxes. On the nearly $1.4 
million gross, U.S. Scrap claimed an after-tax 
profit of $28,309 or 2 percent. 

Martell listed U.S. Scrap's assets at 
$1,182,000 In accounts receivable, property 
and equipment. 

• • • 

In 1975, (he Saiiilary DIslrlcl got another 
court order to force Martell tu clean up the 
119th St. site by Augus(, 1976. 

Eight mon(h$ before the deadline, Martell 
sold U.S. Scrap and its business accounts and 

' later announced he had lo si;ll equipment to 
pay creditors. The Sanitaiy District, con
cerned tliat Martell wouldn'l make its latest 
cleauujt deadline, tried bn>ucce^sfully to sto|) 

(he sale in court. 
Martell sold the business just eight months 

betore he would have had to clean up (he 
ll9lh St site under a court order Issued In 
1975 at (he reques( ot (he Sanitary Dis(ric(. 
I'he distric( begged a court to block the sale, 
fearing that Martell wouldn't honor his prom'-
Ise to remove the waste. 

The sale went through, anyway—with 
Martell declaring that he had to sell his 
equipment to pay creditors. 

Sale records reveal that one of the buyers 
ot Martell's equipment was a longtime busi
ness partner. 'The equipment the partner pur
chased—two (anker (rucks and a semi-trac
tor—once more wound up with Martell In his 
next venture, U.S. Drum Corp. 

Martell missed the 1976 cleanup date, but 
city and Sanitary District officials say they 
assumed Martell had complied with the court 
order by mid-1977; however, there are no 
Inspection reports to document (hat the site 
was checked. 

Last June, notional attention on the love 
Canal chemical devastation In upstate New 
York prompted a look at the llOth St. dump 
to see it Chicago might have a Love Canal of 
Its own. (Nearly 1.000 families In Niagara 
Falls, N.V., were evacuated from their homes 
near a canal that had been polluted by 
chemical wasles.) 

At the llOlh St. dump^ Sanitary District 
inspe(;lors found a mess worse than they hud 
cxpect(;d. The lagoons where chemicals were 
dumped had. been covered with soil, but 
hazardous li()uids were seeping from tliem. 

'i'he federal LI'A analyzed the liquids, find
ing phenols and high concentrations of met
als. Tlie .stale T'l'A found sulfides, hcavy-
nielal lonipoiuid:,, iioii and meicuiy, but .six 
nioiilli'i afirr ii;ini|il(!S wvre taki'n, its .Spring' 
fielil lab Urn iu>t yet coiiipleled tesli (or 

organic contaminants. 
There was a shocking new discovery. I 

spec(ors found (wo unused grain elevalQ 
holding more (han 100,000 gallons of curr 
blve chemical wastes. One of the silos w 
emitting hydrogen-sulflde'gas, \yhlch is letli 
In a confined area. 

The slt^ was littered with almost 2( 
barrels, fome containing chemicals and son 
solidified ireslns. Hundred^ of gallons ot < 
had been dumped on the ground or pour 
Into draliiage ditches. 

"ICs an absolule mess," said'SanUary DI 
(rict President Nicholas J. Mclas, esllmaUng 
would cost $280,000 to clean It up. "We ws 
to find and prosecute those who did th 
illegal dumping." 

Melas' Statement came eight years after ti 
district began proceedings against Martell U 
operating an Illegal dump. 

On Jun« 19, the district said Martell h( 
agreed to remove the chemicals from tl 
grain elevators, the drainage ditches and tli 
covered lagoons. In exchange, the dlslrii 
would not file criminal charges, against bin 

Dut the attorney general's office was n< 
part of that agreement and filed a suit scekin 
yet another order requiring Martell and (I 
other property owners to take measures I 
prevent furtlar dumping and clean up Iti 
site. 

The attorney general's office said the EP, 
not only wauls the surface urea cleaned u| 
hut also the pits lUî  up. Officials fear the so 
Is contaminated to depths of 20 feet. 

If levts prove them right, the cleanup jo 
will could cost hundreds uf thousands c 
dollars. 

The suit Is ^till pending. 
The job Is .still not done. 

Next: The Mob ami J'uxfun r.n(id/ill. 
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no stran 
By Terry Shaffer 
, Steve Martell, the dumper who authorities can't ^eem to 

slow down. Is battling a number of legal problems'these days 
Not the least of tlirni Is a suit by the Illinois attorney 

general seeking to shut Martell's four operating corpora
tions—the Paxton Landfill Corp., U.S. Drum Disposal Corp., 
Drum Chemical Treatment and Disposal Corp and Stryker 
International Inc. 

Because of Martell's previous Illegal dumping acttyUletf; the 
suit charges, he shouldn't be allowed to conduct these 
businesses. 

Here's a partial list of some of the legal woes faded by the 
baker's do^en of companies Martell has operated over the 
years: 
• Paxton Ijiridtlll Corp. In 1979, when Martell took over 
management of Paxton, one of the city's largest dumps, he 
Inherited a lawsuit filed with (he Illinois Pollution Control 
Board. It charges Paxton with operating without a permit at 
some locations within Its sprawling site at 12201 S. Ogelsby 
Martell has continued dumping without the required state 
permits. 

His Paxton operation Is one more frustration tor the slate 
Environmental Protection Agency. As a result ot previous 
Sun-Times disclosures about Martell's record, the General 
As.scmbly this year passed a law permUtlng the EPA to 
consider an applicant's background prior to approving his 
request (or a landfill license. 

1 he law, however, was pos.sed too late to bar Martell from 
Paxinn."Now we have the worst operator and the worst 
ianiirilt together In the same place," said one EPA official. 
• U.S. Drum Disposal Corp., the successor to the short-lived 
Black Oak Development Corp., which was shut down by 
authorities in Gary three nu>nths after It opened In 1975. 
Indiana authorities acted after they realized Martell had lied to 
them about having Obtained Gary zoning approval 

Undaunted, Martell started U.S. Drum, which operated a( 
two Chicago sites, 13.'>lh and lloxle and 210U R. 119th. At the 
lloxle site, according to a neighboring property owner, 
Martell cleaned barrels Inside three scml-trailer trucks. 

"One time a trailer sprung a leak, and nn orange cloud went 
up. It peeled the paint off a junked school bus," the man said. 
When llie ninnhrr of bnni'ls readied 1,000, the neighbor 
reported Martell to niithriiilics. Mnrtrll said he'd clean up; he 
was moving lo a new site anyway. 

But the Kile still li.id l).'iiti'l<; n yrnr Inter and p.-ttches of 

119TH AND YATES, In May, 1979, Stay* Martell ogresd lo a 
couf t order lo clean op a dump at U.S. Drum. Six months later, in 
Novsmbar, it looked like this. The following June, li« wai t i led (or 
failure io comply with the cleanup order. 

ground are covered with chemical goop. "Martell," the 
property owner said, "Is a nice guy, but he's interested In 
money." 

At the 11911) St. site, Martell engineered a five-year, rent-
free lease on (he land by guaranteeing he would remove 1.000 
drums filled with paints and chemicals left there by a prior 
drum-resalvagrr. Inste.-id of removing them, he added to them 

In March, 197!), slate EPA Inspectors found 6,000 to 8,000 
barrels on the site. They also found a truck fitted to carry 
chcndral wastes that was disguised as an earth hauler. Martell 
was rhaiged with operating an Illegal dump and agreed to 
clean It up In 10 )l»ys. UP didn't. 

A year Inter, llicie wore .still .lOO hnrrrls there, and the stale 

wsuits 
asked (hat Martell be declared In contempt of court. While the 
charges are pending, Martell has moved the operation to a 
nearby parcel of land and Is working on an an "experimental 
perndl" while he negotiates for a permanent license, 
• Drum CheniU-al Treatment and Disposal Corp., the successor 
(o D.C.C. Corp. D.C.C. was based on a vacan( lo( a( 11 Uh S(. 
and Champlain until 1978, when It changed its name to Drum 
Chemical Treatment and Disposal Corp. 

Though D.C.C was described by Martell In 1976 as a road-
oiling service, he has been charged wllh using this operation 
as a cover for Illegally dumping liquid wastes by spraying 
them on city and county roads. When asked In a deposition 
who hired him to spray public roads, Martell refused to 
answer, iiivoking his constitutional protectloi\ against selt-
Incrlmlnation. 
• Stryker International Inc. was Incorporated In 1076 to haul 
sludge (a by-produc( of sewage). This "International" oper
ation had one client—the city of Somanauk, 111. It operates as 
Martell's latest landfill >acqulsltion at Paxton Landfill. 
• U.S. Scrap Corp. of Chicago and Ottawa, a town about 85 
miles southwest of Chicago. Martell bought a 20-acre dump 
site in Ottawa in 1973 with a pledge In the sale agreement to 
clean up the 20,000 barrels the former owner left behind. He 
didn't 

Hy 1975, the state EPA found many of the barrels had 
burst, were leaking or had "slid Into lake McNeill." An EPA 
Inspector recommended a suit against Martell; It wasn't filed. 

• Liquid Engineering operated an illegal dumpslle on 57 acres 
In Gary from 1972 until 1976, when Indiana aulhorilles sued 
Martell to clean up the site. A default judgment was entered 
against Martell because he couldn't be found. 

This year, the federal EPA filed a suit seeking to force 
Martell to clean up 500 rusted, leaking barrels still scattered 
about the property. The suit says the barrels, containing 
benzenes, esters, hydrocarbons and phenols, have saturated 
the soil and pose "an Imminent and substantial threat to 
health.and the environment." 

• Chemlral Incineration Inc. was formed In March, 1979, to 
operate a South Side Incinerator. Tlie allorneys who own the 
Incinerator said (hey canceled Martell's contract after eight 
nu)nths because of his "messy" operation and his (allure (o 
(urn over half the Income as the agreement rc(|ulred. 

"He wound up taking 100 porrcnt," said altorney Julia 
llap.erty "All of his operations wore .so secretive. We never 
got any kind of a report from liini on anything," 
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119TH AND-CbTTAGg GROVE, A former employee of S»«v» 
AAorteH, (he m)liionuli'« "midnight dumper," stands of sitq of U.S. 
Scrop Corp, the ex-oinfjloyeo soys Martell dumped chemicals Inio 

pItt below the platform. A {udge ordered Mart«ll to cluan up (he 
site in 197<S. Ihs tlta was rediscovered this summer—still u mats. 
(Sun-Tlnids Phoio by Anthony Suau) 
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mieeimmmmmimmmemmummmm\\i{tmx\kMtimmî %-}iri»\\ a irimruMi r wwiHwtcMMi 

'WedneBday's 

Red Streak 
25<l city and iuburbs; 30(t elsewhere 

..) 

' • < . ' • . « ' • , . 

How the mob reaped dumping profits 
By Pamela Zekman 
and Harlan Draeger 

CoMyrlgM, IttO, Chtuge tun T Im t i 

There are many theories about why the mob got 
into the dump business. 

Federal agents who poked around In the debris 
of the Paxton Landfill operation during the 1960s 
came up with an interesting version. 

"Originally," reported one agent, "the landfill 
was started as • place to get rid of bodies." 

No victims ot gangland murders have been found 

FOURTH IN A SERIES 
at the Paxton site uu the eastern shore of Lake 
Calumet on the Southeast Side. Out many other 
mob secrets are burled In (he more than 150 acres 
of swamp. 

One skret Is the magnitude of the profits 
realized In more than a decade of illegal dumping. 
Figures compiled by Paxton Landfill Corp. la 1977 
showed It was grossing $1.7 million in lhat year 
alone. 

The cash was generated by retklesisly pouring 

millions ot gallons of hazardous chemicals in 
pit described by the Illinois attorney general 
"supersaturated, porous bathtub" that could Sf 
leaks at any time. 

A leak from the chemical-choked landfill w 
foul underground water, neighboring Lake Call 
and the Calumet Slough, a tributary flowing 
the lake. 

Anne Markey, an assistant Illinois attorney 
eral who battled (or two years to get what pn 
to be only a teuipoiaiy hall In the pollution. 

Turn to Pa| 
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Continued from Page 1 
(he cyanide, mercury, phenols, lead and oilier 
me(al compounds seeping from (he dump 
could constitute an "envlronmen(al time 
bomb." . 

Yet the operation, which fias floufed pollu< 
tlon-control efforts for more than a decade, 
continues today. • 

CKy officials supposedly hoofed mob fig
ures out of the landfill business In 1969. But' 
they sfayed and expanded their operations for 
another decade, hiding behind secret jand 
trusts an4 businessmen recruited as front 

• men. 
The calendar favors Paxton's furtive opera

tors when environmental officials try to clean 
up the festering site. Every month that the , 
operators ot the dump can delay action on a 
compjaint. they take In ht^ndreds ot thousand^ 
of dollars. ( 

Noting the fortune that can be made during 
delays that routinely run to two and three 
years, one prosecutor lamented: "By (he time 
we get a court order, they've already won." 

The Paxtoo'slte, a swampy, no-man's land 
at 12201 S. Oglesby, Is operated today by 
Steve Martell, the man environmental protec
tion officials say (hey would most like to run 
out of Illinois. 

Martell's notorlops repu(a(lon Is fUting, 
Considering the history ot the place. 

The crime syndicate's entry into the landfill 
business was first noted In the mid-'60s when 
Richard L. Byrnes became secretary ot Calu
met Land Reclamation Co. and his pal, (he 
late mobster Frank DeStetano. became secre
tary ot Zelrlo Inc. Together, the two corpora
tions operated an 85-acre site—the first Pax
ton tract. Frank's brother, Vito, w ^ its 
general superintendent. 

The state's attorney identified Byrnes, 50, 
as a front for a. tliird DeStetano brother, 
Kocco, a "financier" for hoodlum enterprises 
until his death in 1972. All three DeStcfunos 
had crime-syndicate roots dating back to the 

Al Cupone era. 
hi 1969, the Belter Government Associ

ation, a civic walchdog group, disclosed (hfit 
(he syndicate crowd bad grabbed control of ' 
extensive laijdflll operations east of Lake ^ 
Calumet. The BGA charged that the two 
syndicate-connected companies—Calumet 
Land Reclamation and Zelrlo—had dumped ; 
garbage Illegally at depths ot up to 12 feet on,: 
land owned by the Sanitary District. .\ 

During city hearings on a proposed revoca-' 
tion of the companies' landfill license, Byrnes r 
testified that he was the sole stockholder Iq'; 
the two companies. Frank DeStetano, he said, | 
was the "operations manager" and brother 
Vito was a $200-a-week employee. \ 

Then Byrnes quit talking. On Dec, 17, 1969, 
Byrnes stalked out ot the city hearings be
cause, as his lawyer explained, "continued 
testimony might place him In jeopardy." 

The city's hearing officer said Byrnes could 
not continue holding a city license if he 
declined to testify for fear ot incriminating 
himself. Mayor Richard J, Daley revoked the 
landfill license wKhIn two days. 

At last, the city had won its battle to get 
the mob out of the landfill business—or so ' 
everyone thought. 

But new evidence raises questions about 
whether the ownership changed at all. 

Mayor Daley's decision to pull the license 
of Byrnes and his partners touched oft a 
yearlong campaign by small-scale, indepen
dent scavengers to reopen the landfill. 

One of the scavengers, Charles Loman, 
came forward to buy the old mob operation. 

I — ' " 
This scries, "Our Toxic Time Bomb," is the 

result of six months of investigation throuf'h-
out Illinois by a team of Sun-Times reporters. 
The series, highlighting the growing environ
mental danger of dumping chemical ivustes, 
was reported by Assistant City Editor Pamela 
Zekman and reporters Harlan Draeger, C/qu-
dia Ricci and Terry Shaffer, 
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But Loman didn't have the neCessary tlnanci-
Ing and one ot his proposed partners had a 
police record, making it impossible for Loman 
to get a license. 

Loman turned for help to his <!ousln, Her
man Roberts, a motel magnate who also 
owns a cab company, some bowling alleys, a 
nightclub and a string of other enterprises. 

Roberts appeared to have the money and 
the good record to be president ot the new 
operation, while Loman could ,be general 
manager ot what they eventually called Pax
ton Landfill Corp. 

Rounding out the corporate hierarchy was 
Charles Petty, the exterminator tor the land
fill, who agreed to serve as secretary-treasur
er of the new company In exchange tor the 
promise that he'd get to keep the extermina
tion contract. 

By October, 1971, the landfill was open 
under the Paxton name, and the city was 
satisfied that solid citizens were running tlie 
show. 

But were they? 
• Petty now says he was an officer of the 
corporation tor only a-tew months. Asked if 
the landfill ownership really had changed 
hands when tht; Paxton compony had been 
established, he replied: "I don't know nothing' 

l^fio's viho in Paxton polluters 
By Claudia Ricci 
Here's a "who's who" of the Puxton pollut

ers, the gang that couldn't dump straight: 
Richard L. Byrnes; Identified 10 years ago 

by the state's attorney as a "front" fur late 
crime-syndicate iioodluni Roccu DcStefano, 
Byrnes has been a central figure in the Puxton 
Landfill operation tor more than a decade, 

Byrnes, 50, and the late Frank DcStefano, 
one of the three brothers associated with the 
dump, were Indicted In 1074 for extortion und 
larceny tn New York City. Charges aguinst 
Byrnes were dismissed after Frank's death. 

Rocco DcStefano: Known to luw-enforce-
ment agencies as a silent "financier" for 
various syndicate Enterprises before his death 
In 1972, DeStetano was an Important cog tn 
Ihe mob's legitimate businesses in Chicago, 
Miami and other citieq. 

lie was suspected of the 1965 murder of 
mob front man Mandel "Manny" Skar, who 
was believed to be reivdy to squeal about how 
DeStetano received funds sldniined from con
struction loans. 

Byrnes denied in 1969 that Rocco had an 
Interest In Paxton. explaining that the pay
ment ot $4,000 from Byrnes' landfill to Rocco 
was the repayment of a loun, 

Arthur Nasser: Nasser, an Internul Revenue 
Service attorney until he was suspended In 
196.1 during un Investigation of his links to 
organized crime, has rcprescpted Byrnes and 
other Paxton Landfill owners. 

Nasser has been Indicted four times—often 
with some of his clients. 

In 1965, he was indicted twice on conflict-
Qfrintcrest charges for representing tn tux 

j matters some racketeers who$p cases he liad 
handled as an IRS attorney. ^ conviction and 
three-year sentence were overturned on ap
peal because of technicalities,' 

In 1968, Nasser was found 'guilty ot a 
$250,000 Jewelry swindle jiivolving Chicago 
and New York mobsters. A i>>.(ig<S overturned 
the verdict 

In 1970, he was charged wUh taking part 
in a mob scheme to infiltrate ijie IHS, but the 
case was dismissed because, the prosecutors 

.charged, co\irt rulings excluded evidcitcc they 
needed to'show Nasser's guilt. 

Frank DeStetano: "Franjil^ Hee" died In 
1974 before he could come iQ trial with 
Byrnes on, the, loan-extor^qn cbarge. The 
indictmeiit charged (hat Ftaqk'a enforcer 
threatened to kill a man who was late in 
repaying $60,000 owed to Rocco'i estate. To 
encourage prompt rcpayn)^nl.pf \ji9 debt, (lie 
indictment charged, Frank openî d the win
dow of an 18th-floor hotel room t9 show Iha 
victim how he would die. :i. -

Vito DeStetano: The only DeStetano broth
er still alive, Vito, 60, has. stayed close to the ^ 
Paxton operation through most ojf the 1970s. ' 

.In 1969, Byrnes Identified Vito as a $200-a-
week employee of the Calumet Land Recla
mation Co., forcruniier of Paxton Landfill 
Corp. But Vito has been described by visitors 
to the site as a top "dccls(on-maker." 

Vito has stayed oft police blotters since 
1951, when he and Frank were acquitted of 
charges ot counterfeiting cigarette-tax 
stamps. In 1979, however, the IRS took action 
to collect $40,000 In 1978 taxes allegedly 
owed it. 

about it. I was the exterminator, and they 
needed someone to serve as a director." 

Herman Roberts. Puxton's president for 
nine years, says he knows even less. Roberts 
says he didn't invest a dime In Puxton, 
received no salary and made no money at all. 
He resigned as Paxton's president two years 
ago, 

"I was just appointed president," said Rob
erts, referring all Inquiries to Lomun, "I duu't 

know nothing." 
I But Charles Lomiin Isn't talking. "I had an 
ownership relationship with Paxton, ami I'l) 
out of the business now." he said. "I don't 
understand a lot of things." 
' Loman said to talk to lawyer Arthur Nas
ser. "He was the one (hat knew about It." 

Nasser, counsel, friend and occasional co-
defendant ot organized-crime figures from 

Turn to Page • 
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New York to Las Vegas, says he has no 
financial Interest In Paxton and only "repre
sents certain Individuals out there. That's It." 

Nasser confirmed that Byrnes Is one ot his 
clients, but he declined to Identity (he o(hers, 
contending the attorney-client relationship 
prevents him from answering further ques
tions. 

When the Paxton landfill reopened in 1971, 
Byrnes' name did not appear on any official 
records. But the Sun-Times (Confirmed, 
through Interviews and court records, that he 
and Frank and Vito DeStetano remained on 
the scene In (he 1970s. 

Byrnes owned Paxton property, purchased 
new land to expand Paxton, met with Pax-
ton's consultants and applied for Paxton's 
permits. 

Records show that in January, 1079, 
Byrnes negotiated to buy for $440,600 the 60 

I acres of laud later known as Paxton II. The 
lund was placed In a bank trust with Anthony 
Zolner as beneficiary, 

Zolner, a trucking company owner, says he 
has been a Byrnes friend since 1973, but 
never owned any Paxton land, never acted as 
its agent and knows nothing at all about the 
landfill. 

In fac(. Zolner Isn't quite sure what a 
landfill Is. "That's where you put garbage, 
Isn't It?" he asked. 

Until last year, Byrnes owned another tract 
ot Puxton lund through a bank trust that had 
owned the property when the landfill was 
called Calumet Land Reclamation Co. 

k When Mayor Daley closed the Calumet 
landfill In 1969, Byrnes held beneficial inter-
,esl ill this trust. When the dump was re-
ppcned In 1971 by Loman and Roberts, inter
est In the trust hud been transferred to a 
iiyrnes employee, Joseph Mercurio. Records 
lihow that Byrnes regained his beneficial 

.interest In November, 1076. 

. The landfill has kept expanding, sometimes 
even encroaching on lund It doesn't own. 

One property owner. Joseph r, Pranlca, 
recalled his fury when he discovered that 
Paxton had dumped waste material on 33 
parcels he had purchased for back tuxes In 
1958. 

"We took a ride out there, my wife and I, 
and we discovered the lund had been tilled 
with garbage," he said. "We were just flab-> 
bergasted," 

Pranlca's complaints to Paxton were an
swered by a phone call from Byrnes. Pranlca 
then agreed to lease Paxton the land for 
$1,000 a month beginning In October, 1977. 

The payments stopped after u year, and the 
Pranlcas still are angry about the whole 
affair. "It's stealing," said Elulne Pranlca. "It 
was an investment we made for our kids' 
college education." 

In July, 1978, a consulting engineer met 
with Byrnes and Vito DeStetano to discuss 
getting Paxton In compliance with state regu
lations. Vito DeStetano, the engineer said, 
seemed to be "one ot the final decision
makers." 

One month later, documents filed with the 
state EPA Identified Byrnes as the "agent" for 
Paxton. 

By 1079, 10 years af^er Mayor Daley had 
revoked Byrnes' landfill licenses, Byrnes was 
negotiating openly with the city agency that 
regulates landfills. 

One of the meetings was with Don B. 
Gulluy, who now heads the city's environ
mental section. 

Gullay remembers Byrnes well: "He used to 
secure the bond, get the tax bills paid and 
usually came up to the office with Loman to 
get the permits." 

Gallay also saw Vito DeStetano keeping 
track ot trucks as (hey arrived at the landfill. 

Gallay says he doesn't know about the 
city's past problems with Byrnes and DeSte
tano and doesn't cure who owns Paxton or 
the landfill site. 

"I haven't the foggiest Idea," he said. "It 
really doesn]t matter who (he hell owned (he 
lund as long as It's being operated in a proper 
manner." ,̂ , . 

Although the state describes Paxton as a 
potential "environmental time bomb." Gallay 
and the City t)f Chicago say Puxton has 
operated properly. -: 

In 10 years of dally Inspections, (he cKy 
cKed Pax(on only (hree times. Two citations 
were dismissed after (he inspector fulled to 
show up In cour(, and the third resuKed in a 
$50 fine. 

Why did (he state Inspectors find so many 
violations ond the city inspectors so few? 

' Gallay explained: 

"An Inspector went out, ,and If he found 
something, he told them to' stop and they 

. stopped. It I want to, I can find a violation on 
anything, anytime, anywhere. How nitpicking 
do you want to get? The place is a landfill. 

I It's not surgery. The name qf tim game U 
abatement." 
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In Chicago, the name ot the game Is clout 
' And, not surprisingly, the Paxton crowd 
has made Its share ot campaign contributions 
In 1978, the year It needed a favorable zoning 
decision from the city to expand its oper-

, atloiis, Paxton Landfill Corp. made $8,000.In 
campaign contributions to Mayor Daley's re
election campaign and the Democratic Party. 

Ironically, another politician to receive Pax-
(on con(rlbu(lons has been 10(h Ward Aid. 
Edward R. Vrdolyak. who used disclosures 
abou( mob'connections at (he landfill in 1069 
to unseat his predecessor. Aid, John Buchan
an, / 7 

Vrdolyak charged that Frank DeStetano i 
had offered him money to "quit screaming" ' 
about dump operations. And Vrdolyak said . 
that the illegal landfill run by the Byrnes 
crowd had won Buchanan's blessing with a 
$2,000 campaign contribution. 

"The people In this ward had this dump 
crammed down their throats," Vrdolyak said 

' then. "This dump could not operate without ; 
approval ot the alderman. His permission is 
required under the law." i 

When (he dump reopened under a new 
name, Byrnes and DeS(efano still were In (he 
piclure, and (he landfill still operated Illegally.' 
Between September, 1977, and March, 1979, 
Paxton Landfill.Corp. contributed $2,600 to 
"Citizens tor Vrdolyak," according to cam-' 
paign records. ' , 

And In 1978, Vrdolyak's comments were ' 
ambiguous when the city asked him for his 
views on Paxton's request tor a permit to 
accept liquid wastes. 

"I am (o(ully and complelely against any 
type ot organic malerluls (o be used for sny 
landfill," responded (he alderman. "However, 
we are In accord (o till (he entire area wKh 
legal landfills, once and for all, so (hat there 
will be no further need for such landfills." 

Vrdolyak cotildn't be contacted tor com
ment. 

• • • • 

State records show that Paxton, wllh rare 
exceptions, has operated Illegally since it first 
was cited for operating without a permit In 
January. 1971. . 

Though Roberts and Loman obtained an 
operating permit in Juqe, |971. the dump was 
cited for violations at least 17 times by state 
EPA Inspectors between 1973 and 1977-

In April. 1976, a Paxton supervisor ad
mitted to inspectors that Paxton was dumping 
garbage and hazardous chemicals beyond its 
permltte^l area. It wasn't until a year later 
that the state EPA forwarded the case to the 
state attorney general and a complaint was 
filed betore the Illinois Pollution Control 
Board. 

After the case languished another year at 
the pollution board, the attorney general went 
to Cook County Circuit Court, where an 
emergency order was obtained to force Pux
ton to begin obeying the law. 

While the authorities dawdled, Paxton was 
grossing $143,000 a month by dumping 
100.000 gallons ot chemicals a day Into the 
ground, according to figures supplied In 1977 
by the company Itself. The state charged (hat 
by operating Illegally, Paxlon was able tu 
undercut dump tees charged by the competi
tion. 

The Circuit Court order uppar<|/itly hurt. In 
1978, creditors were told, the t̂ ppopany lost 
$170,752. By the end ot 1979, the Byrnes 
group pulled out. 

Neither Byrpes nor Vito peStefaiio hps 
responded to Sun-Times request^ fpr inter
views, and the record is confusing, i 

In June, 1979, Paxton credi^>r|| y^it^ told 
that Steve Martell, one of the'^tate^^ most 
notorious dumpers, had "negq|^||t^ f. long-
term management contract" at\fi'plalined to 
'use his management skill iipd .capital to 

revitalize" the business. . •,-V ' 
Martell's track record (fontriL f̂Cfa this^opti-

I rikistic appraisal of his 9billtl|̂ y, Oq several 
occasions, he had told autliorltl^f Mf biislness-
es didn't have the money to cjefin pp tb^ sites 
he polluted. ';. .' 

WUhlî  months after coming'to'in^i)ige the 
failing Paxton operation, Martell contended 
that he purchased the company' for «n undis
closed sum. 

Paxton's assets were said at the tipif to be 
worth $613,000. And the ISO-^cre »|te—of 
which Martell said he purchased a fhunk-ip 
was valued at $22,000 an acre. }, 

Martell wouldn't verify the figures becausii 
his attorneys have advised hini pot to talk 
wKh reporters, .' 

• • • , •' T: 
Whatever his rule (n Paxton, Martell hoji 

continued the tradition of ignoring ant|-pollu> 
tion rules. ] 

Thomas Cavanagh, head of (he siata EPA'i 
permit section, says It's "entirely possible" 
that the agency) has been misled over the 
years about the ownership of Paxton. But, ha 
said, (he EPA willingly accepis the informa
tion it gels. 

"Who," he asks, "would wunt to He to us 
about a landfill?" j 

Thursday: Rough riding with the Cadillac of 
dumps. 
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finds the mob had dumped on him 

JOSEPH T. PRAMICA On kind ha owni in Paxton landfill and on which Paxton dumped waste ma
terial without hii permission. "Wa were just flabbargnsled." (Sun-Times Photo by Anthon/ Suau) 

Human element also a threat to probers 
The chemical pollution a( Pax(on Landfill 

isn't the only health hazard faced by Inspec
tors, according tu officials of (he s(a(e Envl-
ronmen(al Protection Agency. 

They say there's also a threat of harm from 
the dump's employees. 

"I didn't have the Intestinal fortitude to ask 
people to stake out the Puxton site at night," 
a former EPA supervisor suUI. "We weren't 
allowed to curry a guii, and that's no place to 

go and sit In a car at night. You could get 
killed real easy." 

Once, the former EPA official reculled, he 
had to jump out of the way when an lll-
tcmpcred driver "tried to dump a tank truck 
on me." 

The luck of hospltulity Is undcrstaiidublv. 
The dump hus opuruted without legul permits 
for most of Its existence. 



gs 

mines ^ ' 

Chicago Sun-Time$, Wednesday, November 12 
_ _ , . r '• - » -

rom toxic pit 
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Th0 Illinois attorney general describes this landfill on the shore of 
Lake Calumet as a 'supersaturated, porous bathtub' that could 
sprout leaks at any time, Biit the city doesn't care who owns it. 

PAXTON lANDFIlL site, 12201 S. Oglesby: One theory is lhat i l started crets ore buried in its swampy 150 acres, BELOW, lEFTi A worning (o 

CIS a placo for the mob " t o gel r id of bodies." But olhor kinds of mob $«- keep out. (Sun-Times Photos by Gene Pesek and R. B. lellinoweli) 
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TRUCKS DUMP SLUDGE at Waste ManagumenCs Kingery heart conditions and emphysema. But stores o i previously 
iandlill, just acrois the street from the I cmsing Square liealtiiy reiiJc-nls wt-io u l i l i . lcd with headuchci, riouicu 
upartmenrs (bottom pliolo). l l ie sludge, thouyli suppoicdiy and swollen, i lLl i l i . j cy,.-, (Sun linit-s Photos by John I I . 
hormlesi, caused th« most severe problems lur people with Whitu) 
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Turning 'gun 
nto 
winking at law 
Waste Management Inc. is the 
Vadillac of dumpers/ but living 
near its operations is no luxury. 

FIFTH IN A SERIES 

'• Odud i j Ricci 
"Vfd PjdiL'la Zcl<rii.)n 

I I I ' . i ' f i ' t l i i i . h., fl J J i .Hl I H11L-, 

' / I I I ' vvliilf (if tilt ' ovi ' i | i i ) w e r i n g 
tiiiii,-.-. s i 'h l .S:iii(li\i Sl i ' j ; i )> ' i ' s piil.>je 

i.iiiiin .nut in.idi' Iter jj.i.'-ii for uif. 
'>iii' dav sli*.' even was ruslicd to a 
lio.spilal, .sj>illiiig blood. 

il wa.s Just u.s tiad for Natalie 
NuvvroL'ki. lU-r bn-aihint; l>iHamas(i 
difficult .she hud In he {jivcn oxy)ii;ii 
liy the fire di'piirlinciit. 

"I was KdfJtjiiiy and voriiiling,"' 
Nawrotki said. "I lliougiiL L Was 
having a nervous hri'akdown. It '* 
thai luu^y lot I just sit and cry. K 
want to get uway fioiii (hi^ duipp." 

Thi-s dump is lliL" KintLTy Difvel-
opiiiL-iit C'or[i, a laiidiill in iuiuth 
s u I) u I' b u n 
l.uii.siiig o])-
eralcrd liy 
(lie CaddltiC 
ul chi'iiiiial-
wus te Uis-
p o s e r s . 
Waste Miiii-
a^cMiciil Inc. 

W a s t e 
Mai)ai;i'i(i(;(it 
lu^l spring l)('(;an lllliii^ llu' Kliigciy 
pit Willi sludge jjciK'iaitd by , the 
("hicaijo Mi'tr(i()()li(aii Sanitary Pis-
trict. .Sludtjo is wliui'.s Itii a i i f r t h e 
di.slriL't processes sevvat'i;. 

'i'lic odor ol lilt' suppi).'ji-(lly huriii-
l('.s.s ^iiiik was the fir^t tlniig (o 
Iroulilf the residents of llu- nearby 
I unsiii^ .StpiaiL' iipaitiiicnis. They 
(ri<>d all .suiiiiiiei' lo shut out the 
Kti'iicli —wijii liiili! SUIICS.S — by 
clo.siiig their vviiidiiu.i and leiiiuin-
iii(,' indiHM.s 

People with t i tan coiidilions aiid 
eiiiphyseiiia siiffcrttd (lie most. Uut 
scores of previously iK-althy resi
dents vveie uf/i/cled Willi hcad-
uclics. iiau.si-a and svvnilen, ilchiiijj 
eyes. 

AI)I>IN(; INSULT lo injury, the 
goo from the landfill nii.\ed witli 
the rain lo form aiilile-deep puddle:> 
ill the street. 

It's not siirprisui^, then, that cesi-
deiiis aren't iinpii'.s'>ed ulieii ilii'y're 
\>iU\ li> eii\ iiiiMiiii'iii.il e\i>i'ils that 

iDi ot tlie landt i l l , 
bu' . l i ie. ' i . - i . 

Is llie besl ill 

Waste M.iiMtjelMcilt iiic , In a 
flf iiKidern day alcheiuy, has fo 
the v;ay lo turn (;uiik into goli 

II has risen in the lust dec 
from relative olisciirity to hijti 
one of Chicago's 7.") niosl prufitJ 
corporations. Profits ' last year 

- taled $:i(>.7 million, a 'r ise of 1,: 
percent in 10 yeais for the ct 
paiiy, whose shares are Iruded 
.flie New York Slock' Exchange. 

Today, the Oak Urook-based'cn 
paiiy presides over an empire of 
juiidfill sites ill 20 states, as u'ell 
(lanttiin and Saudi /Vraliia. 

Despite the ciiiiipany's bhie-cl 
' burnish, i-iivir<>iiiiiuntal aiidiurit 
$uy its hands ureii'l .'exactly vlei 
l-'reipu'iilly, l\wy .say,.' the compu 
Stretches llic rules. Soiiieliiiies, Ih 
add, it l(>iiures lliem .uUogelher, 

UUT 1|{£ OFKICIALS assigned 
protect our air -and W'ater uru i 
dined to look the other way wit 
Wubte Maiiatjeiiieiii traii.sgre-sses. 

I^ulilii.sli, sludge u;id daiigero 
Initu.sii i.il i.lKrniii .ds ' uien't (!<><' 
uway, and soiiit^ljody's got to do I 

^^iily work, tin; fiffitials reason. 
. "We'iii really lielweeii a roch a/ 
a hard spur," >aid Ken |]echel 
jiiaiiager of (he stale k!PA for luirt 

'prii Illinois. "II you . didn't ha 
{Waste MaM.'î 'i'Kiciit j , where won 
a lilt ol llii'. nialeiial {;<).'" 
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A review of slate lemul.. oi iiiiee 
Wutite Management siie-^ in lllijioiii 
reveals that the conipaiiy has n . 
habit of diiniping first and getting 
Ihc profier permits later. The re
view also shows that stale officials 
generally are slow lo react to most 
violiitiuiis. 

In addition to exploring the histo
ry of tiie Kiugeiy landfill ul IV.'ilh 
St. near the Kingery Expy., the Sun-
Times reviewed the records of a 
sprawling landfill near Lake (Aw-
met operated by the company's CU) 
Corp. division, and a dump site in 
Joliet run by the company's ESL 
unit. 

In each case, the company applied 
for permits to accept new materials 
u/ler the n(;w operatiop was in full 
swing and o/lei the .state I'.P.V dl.s-
covered Waste Maiiageineiii was 
violating regulations. 

, "Ws'vti culled it a pallerii of 
abuse," said the LI'A's Ueciiely. 

"There ' s u pattern —not of viola
tions thai are obviously going tu 
cause lurge-scule iriivirotiiiiental 

ipruhleiiis, but sliorlcuts. They try lo 
cut corners." 

JtlFIUvV niVEIt, a former I PA 
employee who now serves as a 
senior attorney at Waste Maiiage-
qienl, suys Illinois regiilalioiu are 

udinliitstered on an "ad hoc basis." 
The rules, coniiilaiii.'d Diver, 

don't specify which activities re-
> quire permits. A landfill operator,' 

he conlinuudi "doesu'l know what 
he'» stippubcdt tu do or nut supposed 

f t*> d i l l " 

I Yet; the' company has neglected 
on several' occasions tu apply for a 
permit, even when told specifically' 

, by the- CP<V thai it needed one, 
• uccurdlik^: tO' recoiils. 

^ • • • 
1 When Wa:ile Management wauls 

tn show off, it lakes visitors to the 
•WO-ucru CID landfill al 130lh and 
the Cuiumet Expy., which stretches 
over the city border into south sub-

; urban Calumet City. 
f The spread is so large, an EPA 

inspector once said, that "it is diffi-
\ ' cult to inspect." 
' This yute-uf-the-art dump daily 

takes in about 2U,I)I)U cubic yards uf 
garbage and 200,0UQ gallons uf mis
cellaneous industrial li(|uids, includ
ing hazardous chemicals. 

The luiidfill, opened in 1968, Is 
nut only a model of modern waste 

JEFFREY DIVER, senior attorney at 
Waste Management: A landfill opera-
y^r "doesn't know wliot he's supposed 
tu do or nut supposed to Jo . " (Sun>-
Hrnes Photo by Gene Pesek) • • • • 

disposal. Ii's al.'i an exaiiiplt^ ul 
how Itie company toys with pollu-
lion-conliol regulations. 

KecorcLs reveal tlial EPA iiispec-
lurs cited (.11) \.i limes between 
1972 and 197.') for accepting liipiid 
wastes, including lia/.arduus cheiiiir 
cals, withoui obtaining priur ap
proval. 

IN 197G, residents of the neigli-
boiing suliuil) of llurnhaiii'Siied (TI> 
ufter till! lanilfili injected tliousaiida 
of galiuiisol pesticides into welis on 
the site, creating an odor one village 
official called "oliiiii.sious." 

The suit filed with tlie state Pol
lution Cuntrol Board also charged 
that the waste eventually would 
rise mure tlian (illl) feet tu cause a 
"scenic bliglil." the hulking hill 
beside the expressway today isn't 
nearly that liigli, hut il unuiisluk-
ably dominates llie landscape. 

"Must places, you're only alluwed 
to go tu the higliesi elevaliun 
aruund," says Ihiriiliam Pulice Chief 
Edward l.avvliead. "So, naturally, 
(hey |CII ) | piiked tlie higliest point, 
which was tlie steel [railroad j 

NAIALIE NAWROCKI. " I was gog-
glng and vomiting. . . , It's that lousy 
lot. I just sit and cry. I wont to get 
awuy l ioni this dump." (Sun-Tinios 
Photo by Joim I I . While) 

liiidge. Wlieii ihey gut up uver llie 
railroad tracks, tliey said, We'ie 
Ubiiig llie lop uf Ihu bridge' tu a 
guide. When they got ..over that, 
tliey just thumbed their noses ut u^. 
They are the highest thing in tlie 
ureui" 

In 1979, inspecturs regurled lhat 
the dump had sprung U jeak, caus
ing, contaiiiiiialed- runoff lu uo/e 
tiiuii Jwu slopes> and collect la 
pondi>. on the gntiniitl Experts .say 
such u leak shimidu't pccur if a 
coiiipany properjy mixes litpiid 
chemicals wiili sa)i(ii Wi^stes and 
then places the nnxtui^' between 
layers ol soil. 

lo remedy Ihiit 'problem, CID 
removed the conlamin9tcd soil 
around the leak mid builf u dike tu 
culled future runuff. 

IN A lIAUltOWlNa dfivelupinent 
last sunim^r, a luuline t j ^ of wells 
uu the site revealed, jevtils uf cya
nide thai were up (a 20 times 
beyuiid llie state limit. The findings 
could indicate groundwater lieiieath 
the luiidfiil is lieiiig cunlamiuaUd hy 
the deadly poison. 

CID says cyanide hasn't liirned 
up in subseipieiit tests. • 

• • <r-
State officials don't need a cya

nide prulileni at the giant landfill. 
I'liey already have eiiUugli iroubi'c 
with sludge. 

Ions uf liie inud-lilie residue arc 
(huriied out every day by the Sani
tary District's five suwage-tieal-
nieiit plants Ky the time the' Sani
tary District is fiiiislied' tiealing it, 
sludge Is supposed lo be safe. 

Hut William Saiijuur gf the feder
al EI'.A ill Washiugtoii says it's a 
"hoa.x" to call sludge harmless. 

The reason, he explained, is t|iat 
the industrial wasles discharged 
i|ilu sewers uio, jacetj .with jiich 
cheiiiii als u.s lead, cadmiuiii, cyanide 

Turn to Vago U 
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Continued from Page 5 
and polychUirinuied biphenyls, commonly 
known as PCiis. 

Exces.sive amounts of lead con cause Irre
versible brain damage, cadmium can damage 
the kidneys, cyanide Is lethal and PCBs have 
been linked in laboratory tests lo reprodutitlve 
problems, cancer, liver damage, loss of hair 
and even death. 

The Suiillury [)lstrlct can't eliminate these 
chemicals from sludge. ' 

"Chicago sludge Is hazardous In any shape : 
or form you find it In," said Sanjuur, "This I 
agency fthe federal EPA] has been treating j 
sewage sludge like chocolate Ice cream. When 
It's dumped In people's backyards, they call it 
fertilizer. It's a hoax . , . a very expensive 
and dangerous hoax." 

DESPITE AT LEAST one analysis showing 
sludge samples with PCUs at almost 10 times 
the level considered hazardous. Waste Man
agement Inc. regularly uses sludge as a 8ul>-
stltule for clay or soil to cover liquids at th« j 
showcase CID dump. 

Stule LI'A diieclor Michuol Mauzy admits 
(hat (he rules on sludge dls|iosal are so 
Inadequate us to he the "Achilles' heel" of the 
regulatory scheme. 

The Illinois Pollution Cuntrol Board, he 
noted, has yet to adopt regulations the EPA 
proposed three years ugo fur the disposal of 
sludge. 

While the debate over sludge goes on,j 
Waste Munugemcut continues dumping It— 
wllh or without a permit. 

• • • 
An old duck pond acro.ss the street from 

the Lansing Square apartments became a fetid 
mound after countless loads ot sludge were 
dumped In It by Waste Management at Its 
Kingery landfill. 

The state EPA told the company to stop 
spreading the sludge In August, 1977, saying 
it had to have a permit to dump It there. Six 
months luter, the company was still at It. 

Asked about the continuing practice. Waste 
Management engineer Uert Fowler said he 
didn't think a permit was necessary. Waste 
Management lawyer Diver said the failure to 
get a permit was "a technicality." 

Vrdolyalig Byrne, Bilandic got donations 
Public officials who have benefiticd from 

political conlrlbutions from Waste Manage
ment Inc. include Mayor Byrne, former Mayor 
Michael A. Bilandic and Aid. Edward K. 
Vrdolyak (10th), 

Vrdolyak got the most. Between 107-t and 
1980, he received nearly $10,000 from Waste 
Management's subsidiary, CID Corp. which 
operates a landfill In his ward. An alderman's 
support is needed to obtain an operating 
permit from the city for a landfill. 

Byrne got $3,000 and Bilandic got $8,000 
during the 1979 Democratic primary. 

In 10 years, city records show, CID has 
paid no city fines, despite repeated charges 
filed hy the Environmental Cuntrol Divisioa. 

Jay McMullen, (he mayor's spokesman, said 
(he coiitiihuliuns (o Byrne hud "no influence 
whi>t?;o(̂ ver" on any city decisions. 

Another beneficiary of Waste Muiiagement 
was former Tliurnton Township Democratic 
conmiittecnian Patrick O'Ulock. O'HIock got 
more than $55,000 during a five-year period 
working as a public relations consultant for 
CID, according tu the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission. 

It wasu't until June, 1978, that the com
pany finally applied for a permit. The EPA 
said "no," adding: ''The sludge . . . possesses 
a significant groundwater pollution potential 
and, as such, cannot he used as cover materi
al." 

That didn't stop Waste Management. In
spection reports (or the next five months 
show sludge was being used td cover other 
wastes at the landfilL 

Fowler applied for. a sludge-dumping per
mit again in February, 1979, saying there was 
a shortage of clean soil for use as cover 
ipaterial. The agency granted his emergency 
appeal three months later. 

IN APKIL, 1980, the EPA granted still 
another permit to Kingery to blend sludge 
into (he (op layer of (he landfill's final cover. 

Soon after the second permit was Issued In 
the spring, the residents o( tl\e Lansing apart
ment complex began complaining about the 
gnawing chemical smell from the sludge and 
the runoff In their streets when it ruined. 
• In May, Sandra Stegner, 30, of 17703 
Escunaba, was rushed to the hospital, spitting 
up blood. "The only thing [the doctors] could 
say was that something was Irrilallng my 
nose and throat," she said. 

She thinks it was the dump. 
Lust yeur Mary Ilulkowich began develop-

fng einpliysema. "I never had it before 
said, adding lhat her eyes are always In 

;and bloodshot and her eyelids are a 
swollen. 

'•• She, too, thinks it wus the dump. 
' ' Soine of the older residents, like ^ 
Nawrockl, 65, of 17711 Exchange, fled 
apartments altogether fur a 'time last sui 

"I'm guiiig to have a nervous brcakdi 
:̂'She (old a reporter one hot aflernooi 

.̂  July. "Those chcmjculs are so strong yoi 
-to use eyedrops. Lust night I had to go 

";py daughter's." 
There's no doubt In Nawrocki's mln( 

/knows it was the dump. 
• ., • • 

After a rush of complaints lust sui 
"Lansing Mayor Louis LaMuurle urged 
: gery to stop acccpilag sludge. Now, the 
.^being covered with clay. 

He says Waste Management has c 
.trench to prevent runoff from floodln 
-j^treeti during rains. 
. \ LaMouric admitted sludge was a nu 
.'during the summer, but thinks the res 
-may feel better after Waste Maiiug 

finishes covering (he dump, 
"I can see where (he people are shool 

;he said, "I don't like it either. But they 
Jorget that anything happened once it's 
ed and graded." 

FRIDAY: The state's Environniental 
. lion Agency. 
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'Hot water smells so bad you can't bathe in it ' 
Dy Claudia Ricci and Terry Shaffer 
The gnawing chemical odor In the air is gone now, but 

some residents don't feel safe living near the Joliet landfill 
operated by Waste Management Inc. 

They tear that (he dank smell In their drinking water end 
the health problems cropping up In their farm animals are 
connected to whatever Is burled In the dump. 

Their concern apparently Is shared by the Illinois Pollution 
Control Board. 
' After the residents raised a ruckus about the landtill at a re

cent hearing, tlie board shelved Its approval ot an agreement 
that would have settled a complaint against the company filed 
by the state Environmental Protection Agency. 

The agreement tabled by the board would have exacted a 
$7,000 fine from Waste Management for the hell endured by 
hundreds ot neighbors of the dump In 1979, when six lagoons 
laden with liquid chemicals inexplicably sent up a sickening 
stench. 

After several Initial efforts to overdome the problem failed, 
the company late last year pumped the chemicals out of the 
offending pits. It has sought and received the proper permits 
for operations It plans to continue at the dump. 

From the looks of things, the nightmare is in the past. 
Residents say It Isit't. 

"Everyone who lives within a mile of this dump has hot 
water that smells so bad you can't take a bath wKh 1(," 
Patricia ilibner (old (he Pollution Conlrol Board «( a hearing 
In Augusl. ' 

"You can'( s(and to be in the same room when the washing 

machine fills up," she continued, "There is something In our 
water supply—some chemical that, when It Is heated up, docs 
disastrous things to the water, ' . . . The smell is intolerable." 

ilibner thinks the water might have had some connection 
with her daughter's Illness last sunmier. "Her legs and arms 
would swell with red blotches," said HIbncr. "It was painful 

.and Itchy." 
Two y^ars ogo, a IKter of pigs owned by the Illbners was 

struck with intestinal ailments and Infected ears. Seven of 
eight cows couldn't bear calves on the neighboring farm ot 
William Freis Jr. And farmer John Demlck noted breeding 
problems among his goats, rabbits and geese. 

After the Illbners stopped drinking their water, their 
daughter's symptoms disappeared. Now, they use the water 
strictiy for bathing—but only once a week. 

The lagoons stored chemicals that Waste Management 
planned to eliminate by an experimental process called land 
farming. That's a means of disposing of chemicals by working 
thcin Into the ground. 

When the company launched Its land-fanning experiment In 
1975, the state EPA objected, saying "questions remained" 
about the method. Waste Management, which operates the 

'dump through a company known as ESL, plowed ahead. 
Without ever obtaining the appropriate permits, the com

pany dug two lagoons to hold various wastes In 1975, and 
added two lagoons each year in 1978 and 1979. . 

Just as the las^ l-milHon-gallon lagoon was filled, a 
chemical reaction in the pools brewed up what someone 
dubbed "the big stink," ' 

The odor, which officials speculate may have resulted from 

Inadequate cleaning of the lagoons, was detectable I 
center of Joliet, six miles away. Truckers highballing 
Interstate 80 radioed one another, "Hold your nos«. 
coming to Joliet," 

On the perimeter of the dump, people pinched their 
and prayed tor relief. 

"We were doing something at ESL that had never 
done before," said Waste Management engineer Bert Fo 
"We thought we bad good enough controls. Obvlougl 
didn't." 

It took a petition, from 600 citizens and letters to a hi 
government officials before the EPA sued Waste Managi 
in November, 1979. 

The Pollution Control Board didn't hear the complaint 
August, 1080. It yvas then that the board asked for 
informatioa about.the water problem, putting off Ita 
decision on the settlement of the 1979 case. 

"Those people liiay have drinking-water problems," 
Jeffrey Diver, the attorney for Waste Management. "But 
assure you It's noi caused by ESL." - - . 

Residents are angry that the EPA has given ESL Ihi 
ahead to resume land fanning and use of the sti 
lagoons—even though the case hasn't been settled to thhi 

In a victory for the community, ESL has agreed not I 
any hazardous wastes into either Ihe lund faroiing oper 
or the lagoons. 

The residents aire determined to hold the company I 
pledge. 

"It they start d^ing it again. It's going to be war." 
Margaret Whltler. "We are guing to lie across the la 
road, and they're going to have lo drive across us." 
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Chicago SuivTitnes, Thursday, November 13, 1980 

E,'"*'\f',' '.'t^'*',^ •*'?)'"» t^f'^i^'^^Msi 

m i l COMPOSED OF WASTE dominates the lundscope next lo the subuib of Burnhom, e^plObimg COHLLIU about lliu height id liie lull, soul 
Calumet Expy. It and the pile ol rubble at right are purt of the 400-acre the landfill opeicdv.rs " ju i l lliunibed their noses at us." (Sun Imies Photos 
CID loiidlill ul I30lh und llie Calumet. The police chief in liio neighboring by Genu Pesek) 
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Chicago, Friday, November 14, 1980 

Friday's 

Red Streak 
25<t city and suburbs; 30a elsewhen 

mmrnMem iiiftiaiiiiitiirt Once the ^watchnieni' novtf the watched 
IWilWIMiiI lWiMM 

A parade of former offi
cials has left (he s(a(e Envi
ronmental Protection Agency 
to work for the same com
panies they once policed. 

Some Insiders watching the 
exodus are concerned that 
some EPA officials aren't be
ing properly aggressive be
cause they're afraid of an
tagonizing potential employ
ers. 

As one ofticlal put It, EPA 
staffers have "a feeling uf 
identity with the people they 
are regulating—more than 
there should be." 

EPA director Michael 
Mauzy says he isn't worried 
about the revolving-door phe
nomenon. Co|nmentlng on (he 
few former employees who 
say they still have pull at the 
agency, he says, "They get no 
special treatment." 

Several of the former EPA 
employees went to work for 
private companies immediate
ly after leaving the'agency. 
Had they worked fur the fed
eral EPA, rcgulutiuns wuuld 
have required them to wait at 
least two years. 

Here are a few uf the for
mer key jEPA officials whu 
huve moved Into industry: 
• James D. Andrews, the 
manager until 197-1 uf (he 
EPA's land-pollutioa division. 

^jj^;"-*'* ti I '4 i ' 

f « ^ „ I'*. It. %k.>)tia^iiOir^ M 

JAMES D. ANDREWS PAfHICK lYNCIt 

He now Is a consultuiit fur 
the Paxton Landfill Corp., a 
dump on Chicago's Far South 
Side that has been cited for 
numerous vlolutlons. 
• Patrick Lynch, who rose to 
deputy director of the EPA 
before quitting in 1078. He is 
a consultant to the AÎ F 
Landfill Corp. In Grayslake, 
which has been accused uf 
violations for more than a 
decade, and the Alburn incin
erator at the Paxton landfill 
in Chicago. Alburn has oper
ated without a state permit 
for much of the dccude, uc-
cording to stutc records. 
• MichucI Kapps. a five-year 
EPA veteran'' who resigned 
und went to work fur Wuste 
Manugement Inc. in Oak 
Brook, the giant company up-
erating the CID Curp. luiidfill 
un the Suutli Side. Kupp.s' 
duties before leaving llie i;PA 

JEfFREY DIVER 

Included iiegiStiudng nn oper-
ntiiig permit for the CID fill. 
After working a year In Illi
nois, Kapps asked to be trans-
ierred out uf the stule tu 
avoid the uppearuacc of a 
conflict of interest. 
• Jeffrey Diver, who was an 
uttorney for the state EPA 
for four years. He went to 
work fur Waste Management 
ia 1977. While at the agency, 
he suys, he handled only 
three or fuur cases ugulnst 
his future employer. To avoid 
the uppearance of conflict, he 
deliberately didn't huiidle uiiy 
cases involving the stole 
ugeucy ia his first ty/o years 
with tim cuinpuny. 
• Charles Clark, who spent 
eight years in variuus posi
tions ut the EPA. He worked 
briidiy for Wuste Munage-
ineiil after he left the agency 
ill 1978. 
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NORMA ROURKEi "What good does it do?" (Sun-Times Piiotos by Jim Klepilsch and Gene Pesek) 
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Co^iyilgM, 1910, Chkayo Sun TImci 

"Whom are you in the EPA protecting and 
as:>iaiiiig7" dvinanded an angry Norma Kourko 
In a letter to the state Environmental Protec
tion Agency. "Not the citizens, that's for 
sure." 

Norma Rourke had reason to be mad. She 
and her neighbors in Joliet were behig sick
ened—and sometimes driven from their 
homes—by fumes wafting from a nearby 
landfill. 

Desperate to know what was being done to 
correct the problem, she got a copy of the 
EPA's file on the dump. Reading the files only 
made her angrier. That's when she tired off 
her letter. , ' 

"What good doe's it do to even have an 
El'A?" Rouike wrote. "It only provides Jobs 
fur people who make routine inspecllons, 
report the misdeeds on paper, file It away,' 
maybe write a letter or two on cleaning up 
their act—and then continue on their merry 
way." 

Norma Rourke Isn't the only one ted up 
with the performance of the EPA—especially 

— when It comes to the 
SIXTH IN A SERIES agency's watchfulness 

over the disposal of 
chemical w a s t e s . ' 
Here's how some In
sider* feet: 
• The EPA it being 
sued for Incompetence 
in issuing permits by 
its own lawyer—the 
Illinois attorney gener

al, who usually serves as the agency's legal 
enforcer. ' / -
• A former EPA supervisor who resigned In 
frustruthm says "the name ought to be 
changed from the Environmental Protection 
Agency to the Environmental Reaction Agen
cy." He said the EPA Is "so understaffed and 
uaderbudgeted that they can only react to 
crises after they have happened." 
• An assistant attorney general says the agen
cy tries lo be pals with the industries It 
regulates, using the arm-around-the-shoulder 
strutegy rather ttiun the gun-at-the-hcad ap
proach. "They wanted to be considered pari-
ncrs of indusfry," said (he lawyer. "They 
didn'( wuii( (o (uke (hem (o court or cause 
(rouble. They wan(ed (o be friends." 

A (op FPA official offers (his defense: "Tlie 
agency fears culling public attention to pulliit-
ers because It doesn't want to be called 
'iilaiiiiist.' 1lie hesilution Is partly justified 
because wo leally don't know how much 
• * * " '•• ' * "< l l i o r r t f I h l n l f f l i e v ' r f t 
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muss llyaicjiu. 

Despite all (he complaints, llliaois somehow 
hus built a reputatiua us u leudliig stute in 
regulation qf dangerous wastes. 

"This slate," asser(s EPA dlrec(or Michael 
Mauzy, "probobly has a better handle on 
wosles than any olher state." 

THIS VIEW SIMPLY may mean other 
states are in deeper trouble than Illinois, 
because a six-month Investigation found seri
ous flaws In every level of the EPA. 
• There aren't enough people to do the job. In 
the nine-county northern area, which includes 

' Chicago, only 12 Inspectors police 500 dump-
sites where chemical was(cs are disposed. 

There Is only one scientist tu unulyze the 
1,200 wells that monitor wastes on landfills 
jaking chemical pollutants. "We can only 
react to emergency cases and complaint^," 
said Rauf Piskin, an EPA hydrogculogist. "We 

This series, "Our Toxic Time Bomb" is the 
• result of six months of investigation through

out Kliriots by a team of Sun-Times reporters. 
The series, hitiUlightiiin tlic groiviiic eiivirori-
mental danger of dumping chemical wastes, 
was reported by Assisfuiit City J^dilor Poriit'Ia 
Zcltriian and reporters fiurhin Oruegcr, Clun-
dia Ricci and Terry Shaffer. 

don't huve enough manpower to monitur the 
groundwater at every landfill." 
• The stale EPA labs, considered uniong the 
nation's best, luck equipment thut cun test 
accurately for chemical pollutants. It will be 
another year, officials say, before such e<iuip-
mpnt can be obtained; 

"When we get hazardous wasles, we have 
problems," said Ross qraft, manager of pro-, 
gram development for the EPA. "Instead of 
looking tor quantities in parts per million, we 
have to be looking for quan^ties in parts per 
billion." ; 

i , Ml'-ANV/IHIE, ,li]»iM:c(orf »i)( ,̂ attoi*Meysj 
complain that high-priority caies have lukcu. 

t mp^oUtt moiKha »uri««Mtly l̂st Onviitjalaelo Is* 

a '^quota system," which limits EPA divislont 
to a spi?tjfic number of tests each month. 
• The EPA enforcement, staff is too small. 
"Our office lias only one attorney," said 
Kenneth Bechely, an EPA official responsible 
tor policing lund pollution la a nlae-cuutity 
urea Including Chicago. "She can't even hon-
die the Impurtaat cases, let alone some ot 
these sidelines." •, 

On one occasion,,an EPA Inspector begged 
(he agency for the help of a lawyer (o shut 
down a (iruysluke luiid'HI (hut continued 
violating rules ufter a. dccude of wurning 
let(w-s. rTjie.fnilpre, p/ tJie.agPP'^y fo fake, 
laclion," hq wufiied. "JS. flfsti^qyiag ou|; pfe^l-
-bllKy In (his purt' of (he stu(e." 

•'Mauzy defend^, poetically, the agency's 
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enlorcement record. "The (rail (hat results 
from detection ot a violation to enforcement 

' is a pretty long trail," he said. ''There are 
' many actors In It. You've gut to build a case 

right. II you look, we've got & record of 
' building cases right." " •:̂  

• The EPA Is plagued by (nadec^uale funds. 
I Only 10 percent ot its 1979 budget ot $25.3 
' million went to regulate the disposal ot baz-
'ardous wastes, while the reniatnder went, 
'principally to the air- and water-pollution' 
programs. ' 

;̂  TIIE AGENCY also fuces the loss o^ $1.4. 
'Hilltiun tp federal funds that would permit (be.; 
EPA to hire 100 people to regulate chemical-^ 
waste disposal. Ttie reason (he money may be' 
.lost Is that the Illinois General Assembly has 
inot written the legislation to meet the re-
'qulremenla of the grant, \^ • ̂  

"I sure as hell hope there's another way ity 
get the mon^y," said Mauzy, "because v^^ 

(.don't have the resources It's going to ta^e^to' 
operate this program." 

j«The EPA Is proud of its stringent, ooinpre-
ihenslve regulations for controlling the state's' 
iSOO licensed huulcrs of IU|uld 'wastes.- On 
-puper, the rules are Impressive, In' practice,' 
-they ore virtually unenforceable. 
. ' A former EPA supervisor says, "The reg\i-
Uatlons would take an army to enforce." 

Mauzy, being practical, ooncedes the enforce-
>i nient staff is inadequate. His solution Is to cut 
'' down on some of the regulations. 
i'«The permits required by the EPA for Ihe 
> dispusul ot chemlcul wastes produce mind-

boggling piles uf puper pollution. 
) A landfill operator must have a permit for 
5 every kind ot chemical pollutant he accepts. 

While the EPA isn't shy about demanding 
' permits, many are Issued automatically, with

out Inspectluns. 
There was paper work aplenty in the case 

ot a landfill near suburban Hunuver Park that 
was forced to apply for 191 nprmits 

But all the forms ia the El'A's kingdom 
didn't head off the siiufii thut now finds Ihe 
EPA being sued by Its own uilorney. 

In (he legal action, (he Illinois attorney 
general charged (he EPA with "arhilrurily 
and unreasonably" approving 176 of the 191 
permits, even though the site was not geologi
cally suitable or properly developed tor 
chemical wastes. 

The EPA, In effect, was breuking its own 
lifws, (he suK charged, by not inspecting the 
dumpslte to assurd it wouldn't threaten the 
people who lived nearby. 

'. IT ALL SEEMED to start with good Inten
tions. E & E Hauling Inc. of Bloomingdulc had 

! signed a contract with the Du Page County 
Forest Preserve to develop a landfill at the 
Mallard Lake Recreutioiiul Preserve in an 
unincorporated area near Haopver Park. 

The plan was to build a ski slope out of a 
landfill. E & E would pile solid waste and 
garbage Into a 200-fout "mountain" that, 
after it was covered by soil, could be used for 
skiing when it snowed. 

The neighbors watching chcmlcal-laden 
tankers drive to the site started getting ner
vous. As It turned out, (hey had good reason. 

Subsequent aiialysis found (tint E & E filled 
the mound with 45 million gallons of sludge 
and liquid chemicals, Including cyanide, phen
ols and mercury—sometimes three times 

'more than permitted by the EPA's guidelines. 
Sludge, which often contains duiigerous 

' chemicals. Is what's left after sewage is 
processed. Phenols are newly recognized us a 

' dangerous substance. Cyanide uiid mercury 
are well-known poisons. 

In 1978, the mound ruptured like a polluted 
volcano, sending a ribbon of (uxic lava oozing 
Into the forest preserve. 

IT'S NOT THAT officials didn't know a 
problem was brewing. The furest preserve 
district warned the EPA in 1977 lliut soil tests 
showed chemical liquids might pose a threat 
to (he groundwa(er and nearby Lake Mallard. 

More (hgii -100 hpmeowners—many of 
whQm anxiously'had begua boiling' (heir wa' 
ter—peiltilined 'Guv! Ihomrison lo halt 'l|if ' 

Turn tu I'agi; (f . 

Sad saga of state's EPA: 
I * We can only r e a c t . , . * 
I Conllnued from Page 6 

dumping. Some brouoht suit, charging the mountain. was * 
danger to their iicaltn. 

The nllorncy gcaf:ral acted in 1979 with a lawsuit against 
E & E , naming also the furest preserve district and EPA 
.'director Mauzy. it charged that (he EPA "hod exceeded its 
discretion" in Issuing (he permlls. 1'he case is pending. 

Thomas Cavanagh Jr., head of (he EPA's permit division, 
! 6ald experts hired by (he s(a(c found the site *'clean as a 

liound's (oo(h." He Insisted (he groundwater was not and is 
not contaminated and thai (he site remains .acceplabie for 
sludge. 

• • • 

Wllh the EPA's permit section under attack-not only from 
its own lawyer but a battery of oilier critics—Cavanagh 
Issued an unusual press release lu Sepleinber. 

"Contrary (o (he popular belief lha( (he agency granis 
|)ermi(s in wholesale quantities," Cavanagh said. In seven 
vears the agency rcjecled 59 percent of all landflll-develup-
incnt applications. 

Titc prublcin, Cavanagii said In a later Interview. Is that 
"nobody wonts a site anywhcie. Wc arc not popular people 

• licre In ibe EPA—either when we Issue, or v^hcn we don't 
I NM^^jPormlts, Evorybody ^eetus to say, 'We don't wont sites 
I hfcrejacfcdjUibi^jistcjijonfcwhere clsc.'^ Ctdtu J'.'.-I) o 

J ' i u f lDAy : Barrels'of trouble. 
^»%'Vi * 1 % r f i 'SV^ * f! *««a I • s r « « « * 11 » w t « 
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By Pamela Zekman 
and Claudia Ricci 
A statewide crackdown on illegal 

dumping of hazardous wastes, in
cluding legislative reforms and a 
$1,3 million special unit to build 
criminal coses against Illegal duinp-
ers, was announced Saturday by 
Gov. Tjiompsoii. 

Thompson said he was taking the 
action to correct the situations de-. 
scribed In thi "truly horrifying sto
ries" detailed In the Sun-Times' con
tinuing Series, "Our Toxic Time 
Bomb." • ^ • 

•'It's become apparent to every*-
one in Illinois through recent press 
disclosures 
that we do 
have a seri
ous problem 
concerning 
the disposi
tion of haz-
ft r d 0 u s 
w a s t e , " 
T h o m p s o n 
said. "Obvi
ously, the 
p r o b l e m s • • i»«»«B^«« 
ttill exist." 

Thompson was joined at a press 
conference Saturday In the State of 
Illinois Building by Attorney Gener
al Ty Falmer, James B. Zagel, direc
tor of the Illinois Department of 
Law Enforcement and Michael 
Mauzy, director of the Illinois Envi
ronmental Protection Agency. 

The $1.3 million would be spent 
to buy equipment and staff a new 
Hazardous Materials Investigative 
Unit of 25 agents under the Depart
ment of Law Enforcement. Zogel 
suld Ihe uiiK will be functioning by 
mid-1981 ond hiring will not begin, 
until the governor's recently an
nounced tiO-duy hiring freeze h&s 

REACTION 

of buried wastes. 
Thompson and Fahner said their 

staff a are drafting legislation that 
would put teeth Into existing en
forcement regulations and develop 
new resources to clean up "or-> 
phaned sites" where those responsi
ble for illegal dumping cannot be 

.found. I - . 
- THE LEGISLATION Includes pro
posals that would: 
•Allow state EPA employees imme
diately to set fines up to $10,000 fpr 
dumping violations at licensed land
fills. Thompson said this would 
strongly deter companies like Waste 
Management Inc. from making -"so-i 
called shortcuts" and dumping' 
withqut first obtaining permits, as 
the series disclosed. 

"If they [EPA inspectors] have 
the power to Impose fines on the 
spot, I think we can help deter that 
kind of conduct at sites which oth
erwise appear to be well run,". 
Thompson said. He added that such 
fines would be subject to adminis
trative and judicial review. 
•Double the fees for disposing of 
hazardous chemicals to generate 
ipore cash to clean up "orphan 
sites," Thompson said Ihe current 
fees of one cent a gallon and $2.02 a 
cubic yard of garbage will generate 
only $280,000 a ycur, the amount 
the Sun-Times reported It would 
cost to clean up Just one site In 
Byron, 111, 

«Rcqulre that generators of hazard
ous >vastes post a bond that would 
be forfeited and used to help clean 
up any site where wastes have been 
lUegally dumped, Fahner said such a 
.provision "would make generators 
more responsible" In selecting 
wnstj huulers and disposal sites. 

"Their tendency Is to just give It 
to :he lowest bidder," Eahner said 
'•vhlch Is all too often ihe mldnkdit 

I 1 ^ ^ 

THE UNIT WILL work closely 
Wllh Faliaer's office. Fahner sug
gested the cooperative effort "can 
have a profound effect on the qual
ity of life In this state." . 

He said extensive use would be 
mado of r<;cent legislation that 
makes Illegal dumping of hazardous 
wastes a felony violation punishable 
by one to three years In prison and 
a flue of up to $10,000. 

Thompson jingled opt Steve Mar
tell, Idcntltied In the series as the 
state's most notorious Illegal dump
er, as a candidate for Investlgotlon 
under this statute. Martell has oper-
atpd under a flozen corporate names 
used to conceal Illegal dumping op
erations that have grossed over a 
million dollars a year. 

"The profits [of Illegal dumping], 
as the Sun-Times series has dis
closed, are Immense," Fahner said, 
"If we can put these people behind 
bars It will have a much more 
profound effect than civil suits and 
fines," 

Martell has been sued six times to 
clean up illegal dump sites. Though 
he has promised to clean up some 
and been ordered (o clean up otiiers, 
h^ has left them behind, still pollut
ed with ponds ot chemicals and pits 

dumper," 
•Licensing ^he operators of disposal 
sites. Fohiter suid such legislation 
could require that the operators 
meet certain training qualificatlohs. 
In addition, he said, their back
grounds would be checked tor prior 
criminal activity and Illegal dutijp-
Ing. 

"As [the iSun-Tlmes] series point
ed out," Fahner said, "they can play 
paper games, and have different peo
ple dpcrata the same Illegal sites 
without being detected," he said. 

THIS REFERENCE was to disclo
sures that organized crime figures 
had continued to operate behind the 
scenes at the Paxton Landfill for 10 
yeara After the cKy thought it had 
kicked them out of the business! 

Fahner jsald he would use the 
hazardous waste disposal problem 
as leverage in an effort this spring 
to obtain ieglslatldn giving the jit-
torney general the power to con
vene statewide grand juries, 

A statevirlde grand jury was 
sought unsiiccessfully for 11 years 
by pahner's pt-edecessor, William J, 
Scott,' 

"This is I perfect Issue lo demon-
strutp the need (or a statewide 

Turn tu Page J i 



Toxic waste 
crackdown 
Conllnued from Page 7 

grand Jury," Fahner said. "This problem 
crosses county lines and our office, with the 
cooperotlon of local state's attorneys, would 
be best equpped to prosecute these kinds of 
cases," 

Fahner said he Intended to moke the pros
ecution of such cases a "top priority" of bis 
office. He said he has spent one-third of his 
time on problems with the disposal of hazard
ous wastes since he (ook office this year. 

THOMPSON SAID he would also use his 
Influence to give the Illinois Pollution Control 
Board a "kick In the behind" to draft regula
tions effecting hazardous waste disposal that 
have been delayed for years. 

Noting disclosures in the series, Thompson 
said (be board has failed to move for three 
years on regulations regarding the disposal of 
sludge. As a resuK. (he s(a(e EPA has permit-
(ed some landfills to acccp( sludge which Is 
often faced with such hazardous materials as 
lead, cadmium, cyanide, and polychlorinated 
biphenyls. 

Ip>=^ 

The federal EPA has left the determination 
of whether sludge is a hazardous waste up to 
the Indivlduol states, and the Illinois Board 
has tailed to act on regulations proposed by 
tlie EPA three years ago, 

"Next week," Thompson said, "we Will 
Inquire of the pollution control board why it 
Is taking so long." 

ZAGEL SAID TIIE new Hazardous Materi
als Investigative Unit would use "traditional 
criminal investigative techniques" such t s 
surveillances and developing informants to 
pinpoint illegal dumpers and dump sites.. 

He said the investigations will be similar to 
probes of narcotics trafficking and medicaid 
fraud (n that "we will trace the trail of proti^ 
from the generator to the dumpslte." 

Zagel added said the unit would probe 
complex financial, corporate and real estate 
transactions made to circumvent the la\y. 

The unit will be outtitted with special 
protective clothing, oxygen masks, video tape 
equipment and Infrared scopes that would 
enable them to conduct night surveillanca of 
dump sites. In addition, Zagel said he 1« 
looking for special equipment used for "aerial 
surveillances" auch u that used to detect 
illegal crops of narcotics. 
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HaHan Draeger and Pamela Zekman 
Ight i m Clilctgo Jun-Tlmw 

t the drum salvagers—a little-known element In the 
ous waste puzzle. 
f are saints and sinners, port of the nation's Chemical 
disposal problem and port of the solution, 

recycling barrels, they reduce the threat of ttiattering 
'4>l poisons all over the landscape. But drum salvagers 
ave provided four of the Chicago area's most, vivid 

examples of cun-less waste handling (see atorlea 
i 
\ year, the nationwide recycling Industry reclaims 4 i 

million secondhand 55-gallon drums, far exceeding the 30 
million new barreis made each year. 

In the process, :thls $400 million- to $500 milllon-a-year 
business bandies a large volume of hazardous wastes. Every 
Incoming drum has some residues requiring disposal. Unscru-' 
pulous operators, eager for (Containers, have pulled away from 
factory docks drums full of toxid liquids—their destinations 

^unknown. 

There are about eight legitimate retiyclers In the Chldogo 
area and nearly as many "middlemen" who'simply buy and 
sell used drums. Typically, the selling price of a reconditioned 
barrel Is $10, compared with $13 fur the new product. 

Sinners 
Until redentiy. government agencies largely ignored the role 

of such companies In circulating hazardous wastes. Recyclera 
didn't fit Into a neat bureaucratic category, and it was 
assumed they handled "empty" drums. 

The need for tighter control finally Is being recognized, but 
problems remain. Federal offjclals, poised for a svyeeping new 
attack on hazardous wastes, still huve not defined ap "empty" 
drum. Some recyclers already are crossing tlirce slates to find 
a aofe disposal site for their wastes. 

And, in the words of one industry leader, there still are 
real bad ucturs who call themselves rucondltloners." 

TliA wasia makeris. 
'^some 

MONDAY: 
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Calumet Containers 
•Ht'8 no resort 

John Jaglella proudly distributes 
postcard-sized aerial photos of his 
drum-recondltlunlng busluess. 

Surrounded by green trees and near< 
by l«|kea, it resembles a resort. Up 
(51ose,'however, his Calumet Containers 
plant ia anything but scenic. 

The.plant, which hugs the Indiana-
Illinois border In Hammond, opened in 
1062. For at least eight years, the 
Indiana State Board of Health has been 
worried about land and water pollution 
fcpm Calumet's drum wastes. 

Not until March. 1979. however, did ' 
any government agency take legal a(S 
tion. That's when the Illinois attorney 
general charged Calumet Containers 
with polluting llllnuls' PowderhorO' 
Lake by dumping wastes at the plant. 

Earlier, frustrated Indiana inspectors 
had filed a string of unfavorable re
ports about the company. One endlesa . 
Concern' Involved wastes soaking into 
the ground from a conveyor belt Carry
ing newly arrived drums Into the plant. 

YEAR AFTER YF,AR. the Inspectors 
would report the sloppy operation— 
and Joglella'a promises to clean up. 
Even at the time the Illinois suit was 
filed, an Indiana Inspector wrote: "The 
area Is still a God-awful mess." 

Since 1074, Ron Novak, chief ot the 
Hammond Air Pollution Control De
partment, has pressed Jaglella to clean 
op Incinerator emissions. Two years 
•go, he focused on Columct'a waste 
disposal, spurring new action by the 
ftate. Later, he fought a cleanup agree-
inent proposed by Indiana authorities, 
Calling the plan too vague. 

Jaglella saya he's the victim of a 
••personal vendetta" by one bureaucrat. • 
Novak simply points to his bulging files 
Dn Calumet Containers, 

"We are satisfied there Is no stuff 
Coming onto the ground," said Jaglella, 
lescriblng a concrete pit for catcliing 
Jrum wastes from the conveyor. 

Gary Schneider, a consultant yj[\o 
qjay buy into the company, adds; "Peo-. 
*le think we are a chemleni wnctA ^ 

A lake, but no lesort 
Continued from Page b 
dump. No one reullzvs it's just residue." 

BUT EVIDENCE OF lund and water 
pollution has been piling up. Early last 
year, Calumet hired WAPORA Inc., an 
environmental consultant, to study Its 
problems. WAPORA found "numerous 
sources of potential contamination," 
groundwater within a foot of the sur
face and high levels of lead and highly 
toxic selenium in sludge, soil and water 
samples. Sludge Is the prodiitit of 
sewage processing-

Last fall, an Indiana Board of Health 
chemist reported finding 44.5 parts per 
million of toxic polychlorinated biphen
yls (PCBs) In a soli sample near the 
aludge pit. "Anything greater than 5, 
we get very alarmed," he said. 

Jagiella's strongest defense is a July, 
1979, letter from John McGulre, re
gional administrator of the U.S. Envi
ronmental Protection Agency, McGulra 
wrote that Calumet "does not represent 
an Imminent and substantial endanger-
mpnt to health or the environment." 

A newly completed $10,000 ground
water study, jointly funded by Illlnol* 
and the federal EPA, may tilt the sdale. 

- The report said groundwater from 
Calumet can migrate to both the Wolf 
and Powderhorn lakes In Illinois. 

.Test wells "Indicate the presenile of 
(iontamlnatton In IlJinols groundwater," 
the report says. The study found "ele
vated levels of phenoUcs, toluene and 
xylene, which can be djrectly tifirrelat-
ed to the cleaning operations'! at Calu
met. Levels of phenols, a cancer-daus-
Ing agent. In groundwater near the 
drum conveyor were 10,000 times the 
Illinois limit. . 

LAST MAY, a Cook County Judge 
ordered Cuiumet tu stop burying 
drums. Novak had reported that bull
dozers were crushing drums, covering 
them with dirt and allowing wastes to 
ooze out. Juglclla contends \he drums 
were "empty." 

Jaglella says he's financially 
strapped, wllh his workforce down 
from 41 to 12. He blames two unin
sured fires and the costs of obeying 
environmental rules. 

Incoming drums are 99 percent emp
ty and residues are hauled to an ap
proved landfill near Rochester, Ind., 
Jaglella said. But a landfill official says 
Jaglella delivered wastes there only 
three times—all after.Illinois went to 
court. 

In May of last year, Indiana ordered 
Jaglella to stop dumping and storing 
contaminants and to remove all residue 
and contaminated soli. That order still 
is being contested In court. 

Phols lor ll» Sun-Tlintt by Trlnk* %9»» 

EVIPEtiCE ol pollution It piling up. 
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ong expressv/ay 
dump on wheels 
/ery day. tens of thousands of 
)rista whizzed along the Stevenson 
jr. past the A. B. Contaii\er Co. near 
ro Ave. 
II they saw were rows of semi-
era—the trademark of a typical 
k terminal. Who'd bother to ask . 

every trailer faced toward the • 
essway? 
lere was a good reason: Piled into 
trailers, visible only from the rear, 
) hundreds of drums overflowing 

liquid wastes. 
B. Container was a (Chemical 

p on wheels. 
spectors for the Illinois Envirbn-
tal Protection Agency were 
Ited last April when they dlscov-
the operation—34 truck trailers . 

med with an estimated 1,500 
IS full of such flammable sub- • 
ea as toluene. Laboratory tests 
ed that fumes from some drum 
les were so potent that they'd 

at 68 degrees Fahrenheit, room 
eroture. 
mes and several businesses are 
d only a short distance from the 
(le-sboped properly owned by An-

Probut Sr,, 4250 W. Knox. 

CED WITH WHAT one official 
"a grave fire hazard," the state 

and attorney general headed for 
County Circuit Court. The com-
and four Drobut family members 
charged with Illegally collecting, 

transporting' and disposing of 
lous chemicals. 
temporory restraining order on 
5 Immediately shut down the 
Ion. 
rles Geblen, environmental spe-
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A dump on wheels 
Continued from Page H 
cialist with the sUte EPA, said A. B. 
Container had no permits for what it 
was doing. Yet there Is evidence the 
company had been collecting waste-
laden containers for more than a dec
ade. 

Sun-Times reporters visiting the site 
after the court order found drums full 
of an array of solvents and other 
volatile chemicals. Most come from the 
paint and printing Industries. In addi
tion, state Inspectors discovered two 
soil-covered pits where point and ink 
wastes had been burled. 

The terms of an Aug. 19 court order 
to the company were clear: Liquids 
must be pumped from the drums and 
taken to a refiner. Remaining barrels 
and wastes that can't be recycled are to 
go to an approved landfill. Contaminat
ed soil from the two pits also must be 
scraped up and taken to a landfill. 

^" ANTHONY DROBUT' has declined 

comment on the situation. Thomas C. 
Drobut, who managed the business, 
died last Muy shortly after the first 
court order was Issued. His sister, 
Diane, declined to suy anything about 
the company's activities: "There Is no 
more business. It's all cleaned up. It's 
over, thank God." 

She did suy that tiie company had 
ceosed operations before slate inspec
tors arrived last spring, adding: "The 
stuff was just stored there." 

But the lobel on one drum found by 
reporters showed it had been shipped 
as late as April 3 to a Company Uiat 
supplied used dnima to Drobut. 

Officials still are trying to unravel 
the exact nature of the long-running 
operation. Thomas Drobut had a tank-
truck license and Illinois EPA waste-
hauling permit. There's evidence that 
some drum-cleaning was done in a. 
small building at the site. Dut what 
volume of solvents was Collected over 
the years? And where did the chemi
cals go? 

Still another question is how A, B. 
Container monaged to escape detection 
for so long before the state was tipped 
off. 

"It is strange that we didn't see it 
before," said the EPA's Geblen. "But I 
know why our office didn't. First, we 
had no complaint. Second, we don't 
have the personnel." 

iuD'Tlniti Photo by i M y lu tu 

LIQUID WASTE by the truckload^^ 
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Poison's 11...9 
'1 don't wacut to die' 

For 10 years, Roy C. Clyburn has 
hauled water from neighbors because 
his own wells can't be used. 

Three times. Ctybum sank shaljow* 
wells. But all of them produced wajer 
with a such a strong solvent odor it 
was unfit to drink. 

Clyburn ond his wife live Just north 
of Cross Brothers, a tlontalner-recycllng 
operation In an out-of-the-way cornef 
of Konkokee County. 

Slate officials say the business also 
haa served for some 20 years as a 
Cesspool for industrial wastes from the 
Chicago area. Now, say the officials, 
the nearby wells are poisoned. 

High levels of toluene, xylene and 
similar toxic solvents were found In 
water from the Clyburn wells. Xylene, 
for example, has been found to cause 
nerve damage. 

James Cross, who owns the Contain
er buslt)ess, denies creating any hazard. 

"I don't know why this Is a big 
thing," be told the Sun-Times on a tour 
of the lO-acre site. "I Just rework paint 
(Jans." 

UNTIL CROSS was raided, Clyburn 
wasn't overly concerned about his 
neighbor, whom he calls "a nice fel
low." Now Clyburn Is worried: "I don't 
want to die, and I don't want my 
grandchildren who come around here 
to die." 

Toxic solvents also turned up In an 
tbondoned well on the Robinson broth
ers' property Just north of the Cly-
burns'. Fronk Robinson said thut well 
"hasn't been used for about three 
years." State inspectors were told tho 

Turn to Page 74 
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I I don't want to die' 
Continued from Page 0 
solvent odors made the water unlit 
even for livestock. 1 

Discovery of the Cross Brothers op
eration last July was an eye-opener to 
state officials: It had operated for two i 
decades with no permit of any kind. 

In this case, one trouble spot led to I 
another. Charles Geblen of the state 
Environmental Protection Agency 
picked up the trail last April- Twice he 
spotted a Cross Brothers truck at the 
A. B. Container Co, In Chicago, where 
1,500 drums of wastes were stored 
Illegally. 

FLYING OVER the 10-acre Cross 
alte, Geblen saw an estimated 25,000 
drums and polls. State Inspcictors rolded 
the premises with a search warrant 
July 24. 

They found what amounted to a 
crude chemical dump: large areas ot 
ground soaked with up to 8 Inches uf 
wastes. Full and partly full drums 
holding gooey, multicolored gunk and 
highly flammable substances. Strong 
solvent odors permeated the place. 

Worst of oil, the business sits op a 
layer of sondy soil 40 to 75 feet deep, 
"Pollutonts spilled on the surfocc could 
readily migrate through the sand" to 
contaminate underground water, 
warned a state geologist. 

Surveying the Illegal operation, the 
Illinois attorney general's office called 
It "the biggest of this type ever found 
In llllnuls." 

Cross soys that he reclaims 3- and S-
gallon paint polls by burning out resi
dues. He sells them for about 50 cents 
apiece after the dents are removed and 
the palls have been polished, washed 
and pointed. 

He contends that these polls, and not 
55-gollon drums, were what state in^ 
spectors first sow In their flight. How
ever, a later Inventory turned up 350 
burnt, rusty 55-gallon drums holding 
charred wastes. Cross says the drums 
are left from a fire in 1978. 

His Chicago attorney, Richard 
Vaughns, says: "We are not dealing in 
industrial waste. They were not dump
ing on the ground. It was just spillage 
generated In the ordinary course of 
business." . ';••' : >' 

' • ' , » . ^ • ; • • ' . . • 

NEIGHBORS Afip.tenPfr ClQSB IW*. 
pluyees tell a different story. One ex 
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Drums (and danger) 
go u|i for grabs 
' For a "vacant" lot, the property^ ft ' 

1446 W. Grand attracts a lot of night
time activity. ,,,̂ f, ,,/. 

Neighbors watch as people stop, pick ,"! 
bricks from the remains of a demol-,. 
Ished building and drive off. Evf(i po!> ^ 
UcQ In squad cars Join the act.; i 

But thot isn't iall: Tho visitors a l 0 
help themselves to sumo of thq »\iff9:.; 
tliBO 300 old drums on the site—druiM . 

' filled with unknown chemical w<"t̂ S> 
"If they need a barrel, they kick one 

over," said Joseph Douglas, who ivM 
lived two doors away from the Ipt Ipr . 
all his 35 years. "Where are you gqing 
to go for garbage can$?'' . ,,„; , 

The orphaned drums are aili.thaV''. 
left of the defunct Nelson BcotbefS 
Drum Co., where two buildings, .Wiwe. 
demolished last summer. 

They also are an example Qf.,tbe 
haphazard way in which potentially 
dangerous wastes are scattered aroijnd 
the Chicago area—and often Ignored-

NELSEN BROTHERS, founded in 
1898 as a coupcroge shop, become a 

, recycler of metal drums when wuodea 
., barrels became obsolete. For more than 
I half a century, owner Frank iJarlikl 

operated without causing much 'of )̂  
i stir In the neighborhood. 

'd "They never bothered us,", said John 
i ( querrieri. 71. of 1431 W. Grand,'a 
" . longtime resident. "Half the time,' you 

didn't know they were there." ' •' 
«̂  , . Then the trouble started. JarskI died 

[ about three years ago. In the Blizzard 
* of '79, the roof of one building col

lapsed, Jarskl's widow ran the business 
I ' uniil she died last February. Soon' after-

' wkrd. it closed for good. | ' ' ' '•-
For almost half a year a f t ^ a r d , 

' one of the buildings held a aeci'et: Its 
blue metal walls bid a bulging store* 
house of drums overflowing with 
wastes. ^ 1 .; t ' 

In the scavenger trade, the word got 
Ardund that drums bolding "hot" 
themlcal waste were looking.for « 
home. No one would touch th?ra. i 

Sun-Times reporters who pecked In* 
llde the building last August foiind a 

'JTnrn to Page 7 i 

Peril up for grabs 
Cuntlnued from Page • 
mass of full borrels giving off strong, 
stifling fumes. Many hod overflowed, 
leaking onto the dirt floor. Drum labels 
from scores of orlgtnol manufacturers 
Identttied such hazardous substances as 
trichloroethane. Next door, where the 
roof had collapsed, empty drums were 
scattered like children's toys, 

CITY 0FFICIA1.S had Insisted that 
the buildings be torn down tf the roof 
weren't repaired, Jarskl's crippled son, 
Frank Jr., signed a controct to sell the 
property to a neighboring business. The 
prospective buyer obtained a demoli
tion permit on Aug. 21, hired a wreck
er and razed both buildings. 

, Robert Cole, of 1441 W. Grand, said 
he was worried about chemical fumes 
while the plant was running. But his 
anxiety increased after it shut down: "I 
thought for sure It was going to be 
torched. If it ever did catch fire, it 
would be a big one," 

With the building torn down, the 
barrels were In full view. The Fire 
Department got a complaint and colled 
the Chlcogo District. 

"We found drums punctured by 
forkllfts, and o lot hud spilled over," 
said Stanley Whitebloom. Industriol-
waste coordlnotor for the district, 

Wiiltebloom sent the Case to the 
city'li Environmental Services unit. The 
owner received o citation for illegal 
waste dumping. Lost month, a Judge 
gave the owner until Dec. .2 to remove 
and properly dispose of drums that hod 
beep sitting In the open for two 
months. 

"Bight now, those drums cannot be 
'toucbed until they get the proper per-
mits aind analysis," said Don B. Gallay, 
dlrecjior of engineering services for the 
city .ipvironmcntal section,"it's a po
tential hazard until you kiiow what it 
is," '.; • 'i 

, ATTORNEY Alfred B, Teton, repre
senting the owner, said the wrecker 
had hired a qualified laboratory to run 
tests on the drum contents. He said the 
wrecker. Archer Demolition Corp., no
tified him last week that the results 
showed the materials wer^ "not flam
mable or toxic." 

Gallay said this Is "unacceptable" 
and he'll Insist on certified test results 
frotn all 300 drums. But none of this 
eases the neighbors' worries, 

"What's going to happen to this 
stuff?'' asked Joe Douglas, who bos 
two smoll daughters. "If the barrels 
were open, the rains soaked It down 
lajqjhf ground. This worries the hell 
out of me now." 

!</ / t r , „ t l < 
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Toxic peril 
at 8,000 
dump sites 

Paf 18, Page 4 

Cold 
•Partly sunny with a 

high In the low 40s. De
tails on Page 81. 

,̂ *r7*r Chicago, Monday, November 17, 1980 
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A MOUNTAIN o l asbestos debris rnorkt tho 180-acr* Johns-Munville Co. plant site on the shores ol loke Michigan in Waukegan. (Sun-Tiipqs Phpfo by John .H. White) 
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Growing pi les o orry state )l 

is advice doesn't \ 
viays end problem i 
ly Claudia Ricci 
ind Harlan Draeger l 
till Petrich \i Usted by o federal agency as 
one man in Illinois who can find a place 
dangerou!$ waste, but his own records 

iw he has routed millions of gallons of 
:miculs to unlicensed sites. 

>etrich operates a company called the "Envl-
imentot Clearing House Orgonizution, 
Ich advises companies where to send 
stes and operators how to run their dumps.-
HO, us the tieuiinghouse Is known, even is 
ed as a waste exchange In a recent 
>chure put out by the U.S. Environmental 
)tection Agency. 

Jut look how some of Petrich'* advice has 
ned out: 

In December, 1078, he suggested lhat pol-
sun-fllled drums be muved (rom llummund to 
a site In Chicago, where special equipment at 
the U.S. Drum Disposal Co. would be used to 
neutralize the poison. Three months loter,^' 
EPA Inspectors found nuthing more at the 
Chlcogo site than thousands of crushed and 
leaking barrels. Thei EPA filed suit, charging 
the site was an Illegal dump. 

Petrich admits the site never hod the prop-

5r equipment, adding that oil he wos hired to 
0 was to give "my best technical point of 

view." 
tn August, 1979, he propnsed to clean up 

the U.S. Drum site by sending Ihe barrels to o 
"newly developed" focillty in Indiana called 
Synthetic Energy Products of America. He 
indicated special equipment was available at 
9th ond Ciine In Gory to Incinerate the waste 
properly. Indiana, laspcclbrs found another 
vacant'lot. 

Petrich's delense: "All I did was make 
recommendations." 

U.S. Drum is owned by Steve Martell, a 
' repeat violator targeted by state EPA agents 

as the man they'd most like to put out of the 
waste-disposal business. Martell, who also 

'operates the notoriuifs Puxtun Landfill Corp. 
on Chicago's South Side, has been advised by 
Petrich sincij 1977. 

Records show that Petrich told waste gen

erators during six months ia 1977 and I97ti 
thut they could dump nuHions of gallons uf 
liquids ut Puxton even though the dump 
wusn't permitted lu uccept any liquid wastes. 
The EPA wus suing the dump {ur accepting 
other liquid wusles at the time (he chemicals 
were deposited. 

« 
Petrich says the lack pf a permit wus a 

"techaicullly." 
l.oag before most people realized the dan

ger of unwanted chemicals, Petrich completed 
the first slate-funded survey of the problem, 
lie then helped draft the regulations to license 
waste haulers. 

I^elrich formed his cleariaghouse in 1976. 
which he continues lo operule from his huiae 
in Hazel Crest. In the first year of uperutinn, 
Petrich suid he steered tu dumps abuut 15 
percent of the waste generated in the state. 

Today, he's offering his odvice to an even 
wider audience, lie has joined the Midwest 
Wuste Exchuiige to shure informutiun with 
other waste brokers in Iowa und Missouri. 

And he's a director of a 2-year-old outfit 
with global goals It's culled WASTE—the 
World Associiiiion of Solid Wusle fruiisfer 
und Exchange. 

'^^^^-^' 
.<«? 

B i l l PETRICH, consultant on dangerous wastes: 

"Alt I did was moke fecommendalions." (Sun-

limas Photo by Gene Pesek). 



r i 

ly Terry Sliaffer 
md Pamela Zekman 
I mountain of asbestos has been building 
55 years just 100 yards from the shore of 
e Michigan at the Johns-Manville Co. 
it-ln Waukegan. 
or years, It has been worrying envlron-
ttol In'spectors who envision the stuff 
ping Into the soil and eventually tinding its 
/ Into the lake. 
0 far, say (he thankful officials, there 
a't been any sign of contamination from 
asbestos or tlie lagoons of mysterious 

Id that shore the 180-acre site, 
ronlcaiiy, the folks al the siijle Environ-
ilol Protection Agency hove another rea-, 
to be thonkful. At least they know about 
potential hazard. 

Vhat really worries Ihem Is Ihe estimated 
)0 factory sites In the state where compan-
plle the poitonou; by-products of produc-
1 with scarcely a second thought. And 
re It sits. 
Millions of tons of toxic wastes," says a 
3nt congressional report, "are disposed of 

each year In an envi
ronmentally unsound 
manner resulting In 
what has been aptly 
labeled 'ticking time 
bombs.' " 

U is estimated that 
58 percent of the haz
ardous waste in Illi
nois lies undetected on 
Industrial sites, ac
cording to Thomas E. 

ronagh Jr. of the EPA's land pollution-
trol division. That amouats to morii thon 7 
lion tons eoch year of undocumented 
ite. 

EIGHTH IN 
A SERi£S 

r^'iOUR TOXIC 
TIME DOIMB 

Even most ol (he companies known (o be 
generating was(es aren'( properly supervised. 
Of an estimaied 21,U00 companies operating 
In (he s(a(e, says Covonogh, "fewer (hon 1 
pefcenC* hold EPA permits for hozordous 
waste disposal. „. . 

THE EPA ESTIMATES that Illinois plants 
, annually store, dump, biirn or pump down 

wells some 2,566 tons of cyanide and other 
' dangerous metal compounds, 138 top^ of 

asbestos, 23 tons of polychlorinated biphenyls 
.'(PCBs) and 21 tons of pesticides. < 

Cyanide and other heavy metals can be 
, lethal in large cqncentratlons. Asbestos, can 

cause cancer or fatal lung disease. Pesticides 
and VCBs have been associated with canc«r. 

Not all of the dangerous Industrial wastes 
are stashed Illegally. S>ome appr9ved dispqsal 
procedures are as frightening as the unlawful 
ones, , ^ 

The latest wrinkle In eliminating unwanted 
waste, for example, ts to force-feed It thou
sands of feet into (he ear(h wi(h high-
pressure pumps. Since the first "deep-Injec
tion" well, opened in Illinois in 1965, more 

than 2 billion gallons of acids, corrusives, 
olkallne solutions and pesticide residues have 
been 6ho( ln(o nine wells on seven sKes. 

; The waste is Injected Into'a thick layer of 
'-.icvrous rock that experts believe will hold the 
chemicals safely. The porous rock is shielded 

I from above and below. by layers of non-
permeable rock to prevent the chemicals from , 

i troveling over time to any nearby ground-
, water supplies. 
I Tests' on existing wells have Indicated that 
'chemicals haven't spread- horizontally from 
the point of injection by more than 1,000 feet. 

Pumping the earth full of acid and other 
hazardous liquids may sound like shody busi
ness, but the wells ore approved and operate 
under stute permits. 

The state's oldest wuste welLla oiKrot IwiiV 
operated by Velslcul Chemical • C(t/< hi dVlUc* s 
shall, in Clark Cuunty near tiie Indiaiia isiaU I 

line. The well, wliicli works tuday only as a 
backup to a second well built in 1972, wus 
used to dispose of water used to clean equip
ment for manufacturing Chlordane, a pesti
cide so toxic il now is limited to special uses. 
The newer well Is used to dispose of Chlor-
daae-contamiaated water and other corrosive 
wastes. 

JACK RADEMACIIER. a loriner official of 
the federal EPA who now works (or Velslcul, 
says he is confident the nearby groundwa(er 
is safe. "Nothing," he said, "runs off that 
properly." 

Owing lo the hospitable geology of the 
area, there are three wells In Tuscola, south 
of Champaign, in Douglas County. Two afe 
operated by the Cabot Corp. and one is run by 
IheiUiSiilndiistriul Corp. All three shoot acids 
inio-ihe euitli. 

i'he Nulural Gas i*ipetliie Cu. ul America., a i 

unit of Chicago's Peoples Energy Corp.. oper
ates two wells. Its well ul lierscher, suuth-
we^ of {(onkakce, dispuses of dissulv|;(^ 
chemicals lind Its well ut St\. Elinu, in south- 1 
ern llllnOla* Fayeiie County, puipps chlorides ' 

and sulfates- -
Roundlt)| out the list are a well in Henne

pin, tn i\orth-cenlrol Illinois, which accept* . 
•elds, and a well in t>ttnville, which takes \ 
corrosives, acids and a high-chtniride solution. / 
The Henoepln well is operated by Junes & 
Lau^hlln'Steel Co. ond the Danville well la 
run by Allied Chemical Co. 

A key foncern in coaslrucling these wells 
is the daiiger ol eurthipiakes. A qu»ke, after 
all, could break the shield ol luih-poroiis rock 
and send the chemicvlsi floWing lo who- '•̂ \ 
knows-where. 

Offtciabi say they allow the wells only In ' 
areas known tu be geuh»gically sound. But.i > 
there arf questions about the effects ot i h t ' i 
wells thainGelves un the innard^ of the earth. I-

State i.EPA hydrogculogist Raul Piskin >' 
notes, for example, a 1970 report on the deep ' 
well at the Rocky Mountain Arsenal In Derby. 
Colo. The report says the well may hove . 
".-.tlmulaijed" the frequency oi earthquakes 
there over a period of time. • ,, 

PRESSED IN A recent Interview (or his ^ 
view of the sufcty o( iiqecUofi wells, Piskin 
replied:' "Let me suy it this way. We encour
age a generator to exhaust every other possi
ble mep)Od of wuste disposal before we issue 
a permit lor a deep well." 
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no danger 
cause (hji i 
ained, fui i | 
ak de(icl | 

Some nianufucturers haven't found sensible 
ways (o gel rid of the chemical junk they 
generate. So, ihey just dump the stuff In inuny 
made lagoons at the plant, hoping someone', 
will come up with a way to get rid of It. , 

Allied Chemicol has tive lagoons of acid( 
sludge at Its plant In Downstate Metropolis,:) 
where it makes uranium hexafloride for nu-^ 
clear-reactor cores. Officials of the company .̂  
know they have a problem at this plant on^ , 
the Ohio River near Paducah, Ky. • ' \ ^ 

"Pbvlously." said Dennis I.. Haineld. tjiei I 
company's regional environmental manager, i 

" w e can't keep building lagoons." . ,,,|, ' 
Hatfield says the cohipany has taken some' ', 

pains to protect t^e public. There's no danger 
the sludge wilt leak, he says, because 
lagoons are "rubber-lined, under-droined, 
ly-lnspected and equipped with leak 
tors." . 

UnlortunaVely, all laguons don't bei^eflt, • 
from such hyphenated technology ^ i -' 

There was a leak last year at a pund > ,> 
holding hydrochloric acid awaiting injeclipa) • 
Into the ground at Allied's plant in Danvi||e,^ ' 
according to a rei>ort uf the federal EPA,, j^ 

Tests from monitoring wells near the lar. 
goon found that nearby gruundwaler hodx 
been contaminated by fluoride, chloride, sul
fate and some metals. I'he lagoon was closed t 
a few months agu and Allied contends a layer,f 
ot dense clay kept the pullutiun on the plaî t*̂  
site. . ^̂  

AT LEAST Allied Chemicol knew the con^,^] 
(ents of its laguons. , , ,],} 

The seven lagoons sharing the yard withj,, 
the asbestos mountain at the Juhns-Manville * < 
plant in Woukegua ore nuthing more than 
holes In the ground filled with mystery. 

"The plant Is about 56 years old and, over^ , 
the years, various kinds of products went \t^\\u 
there," said Neul Amurino, director of corpo- j„ 
* . : . > ) . , • luiii iu:Page 2t| 
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Growing piles of poison 
worrying state officials 

Continued from Page 4 
rate relations for tiie company. "So, it's hard 
to say what might be In there," 

It's certain, however, that asbestos Is 
there—In both the lagoons and the 50-foot 
mountain. But Amarlpo says there's no danger 
from the substance, which has been linked to 
all manner of lung diseases. Including cancer. 
' It's "locked In and cannot leave company 
property," he says, explaining that the com
pany processes tlie fibrous substa^nce to keep 
it from blowing through the olr. 

• • • 

While state environmental Inspectors know 
full well the dangers that lurk in many 
industrial backyards. Ihe perpetiial under-
Staffing of the state EPA snares ofificlals In a 
Catch-22 situation. 

' The law says Ihe genera(or of wosfe 'mus( 
apply (or a permit lo store or dispose ot 
hazardous wastes. Because there's no army of 
Inspectors to louk for violators, the permits 
generally go only to the companies volunteer
ing for them. What violator Is going to go 

-foo'ting for trouble by seeking a permit? 

BUT LOOK WHAT has happened to one 
company trying to avojd trouble by getting a 
disposal permit. 

Fur nearly a year. Black Leaf Products Co., 
'of Elgin, has been sitting on a lethal stockpile 
of 2,4,5-T Siivex, a defoliant similar to the 
Agent Orange used in Vietnam. 

The company didn't muke ihe chetnlcul. U 
only put it iaiu little bottles for retail sale. 

But It was ordered lo recall the (Product when 
the federal EPA decided (he chemical was (Oo 
dangerous to stay on the market. 

Now thut Black Leaf has complied, tlie 
federal EPA won't- Issue the special permits 
(he company needs to dispose of the chemical-
For the moment, apparenVly. it doesn't matter. 
No one can come up with a place to send It. 

"Who is the bad guy if It leaks?" asks a 
ntuck Leaf executive, "Or if wc have a fire?" 

• • • 

And then there are (he companies that 
don't cure what becomes of the waste (hey 
make—as long as they're nut caught huldlng 
the bag or the barrel. 

Many coiupaaics flush their waste Into (he 
sewers. "Everything they use there goes 
down (he drain,"'said a long-time employee 
of a Chicago metal-processing plants. "I won
der why il doesn'l kill (he fish." 

CYANIDE, CADMIUM,: solvenis, PCBs and 
olher chcmi<;uls arcn'l removed during 
sewoge (reutmcnt. They're left In the sludge 
thut remains when processing is finished. And 
the sludge is spread tn fanns ond landfills. 

The companies lhat can't pour their Junk 
down 0 drain hire huulers to take the chemi
cals off their hands. They figure the haulers 
are paid to worry about where the stuff is 
dumped, 

"It's uut of sight," shrugged one frusfrated 
EPA inspeilur. "And out of mind." 

TUESDAY: lleel-dragging In Washington. 
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•PA rules: no more Love Canals? 
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0 Utile and too late." 

fainlllar word* come from an environmental leader, 
bing the faderal government's attack on hazardous 
i . 
ed on the record, he's close to the mark, 
•cope and volume of poper work, the program Is 
Ing but small. Alreody. It bos generoted moreJhan 2,000 
of complex rules. The estimated cost for Industry to 

ly li more than $500 million a year. 
, there's little reason to expect that the U.S. Envlronmen-
rotection Agency, which starts enforcing Its first rules 

Wednesday. Can produtie a Umel]r, ef-
rOFASCRIES fective solution for thf tojdc^ Waste 

crials. Hero'^r^by: , • \i.:, '^,. . •-
• Long delays already have slowed the 
federal machinery to a crawl. Four 
years after Congress acted, only Ji^I( of 
the rules are In glace. ,• 
• EPA officials cdnceds that, I9 prac
tice. It may take anothsr decade before 
they can bring the chemical-waste 
threat under control. 
• Critics, including somp ^.witdin the 
ihat tiie new-federal rules are full of 

SSiOUB TOXIC 
V J T I M B BOaiB 

mment, contend 
Dg holes. 
ch practical difficulties as a shortage of safe disposal dies 
te serious obstacles. So does the fact that lAosi states are 
repared to take over enforcement of the federal program, 
:ongress Intended, / " ;. L • .. -

nccrialnty clouds the program because the Incoming 
gan •dmialstroUon It pledged lo trim regulations covering 
utry. 

NONE OF TIIIS ENCOURAGES cllLcns of Illinois, where a 
SuD-Tiiues Mrles has documented a sorry history of reckless. 
Illegal waste dumping. 

Congress created the framework for controlling hazardous 
wastes by passing the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act of 1976. EPA Admli\istrator Douglas M. Custle put Uie 
issue at the top of his priority list. 

But EPA's failure to develop a comprehensive program for 
aafc disposal' of wastes In four yeors scarcely reflects the 
urgency of the problem. 

The federal agency defied Congress by misting every 
statutory deadline for proposing and carrying out the pro
gram. It would be evei) further behind schedule if environ
mental groups and the Illinois attorney general bud not tucd 
the agency for flouting the 1876 law. i 

Worse yet. soys a top EPA official, the rules going Into' 
effect Wednesday won't prevent another Love Canal toxlc-
waste disaster. William Sanjour. chief of toxic-waste Imple-
inen(atioa for the agency^ said the rules ore (00 riddled with, 
loopholes. * 

"It's possible for wests \Q (iontoln any aniount ot rat polton, 
bubonic plague, nerve gas and dioxin, the most deadly 
compound created by pun, and yet not be clastifled as 
hazardous," be sold. 

For two years, SanJour has been blowing the whistle on his 
aupcriors, to no avail. He Contends that they yielded to 
pretsul^e from an Inflation-conscious White House by draaU-
caliy -reducing the scope of the program In June, 1078. 

"I was Iwing told to castrote my own child," cald Sanjour, 
thep In cbarge of writing the rules. "So I became very 
unctiupeiutive." 

Sanjour was transferred to a "meaningless job" for a year 
' while (he pro{)Osed regulations were reviewed and redrahed. 

EPA WAS SUPPOSED TO huve all (he machinery In 

operation by Oc(ober, 1071. On (he heelt of the culback, (op 
EPA oHIcluls decided (0 ^ork In two ttaget. ' 

The result Is (hat the nation, af(er waiting twa years longer 
than Congress intended, DQW Will have U) settle for half a 

[program called "Pji|pijp7,*f- .,.. 

Costle has beraldeil-Phasi|j I as the start or*'crsdle-to-grave" 
control oyer 57 mlllloi) tj>'ns of hazardous wastes produced 
each year. It puts tta« |i«jEardout label oii abopt 360 toxic 
chemicals and 80 Industrifd^vsstes. Factories and'other waste 
generators are required'w^!l[est unlisted woftes'-to determine 
whether tjiey are toxic, fiammabie, corrosive or violently 
f-eoctive. • • ' \'-'-. 

I The first-itage plan f s ^ up a national waste-tracking 
' system, with a "manifest'^ following every hazardous watte 
shipment. Companies treating or disposing of Jiazardous' 
wastes must obtain perndta to operate.' 

But Sanjour and other ^PA Insiders, who dt|clined to be. 
named, are distressed abouMinP^Ttant areos that Phase I does 
not cover. Their list includes several pesticide wastes, radioac
tive. wi|̂ stef and asbettoa, |i known cancer-cauidpg agent. 

SANJOUR SAID'TEST9 for toxicity were llnilted to only 
six pettictdes and eight heavy metals, although the EPA staff 
bod cited 4.000 chemicals that could make a waste material 
hazardous.' 

Contrary to the (ntcnf 'qt Congress, there are no require-
mentt for testing thf Iwtenffei of woatet to causa cancer, birth 
^defects or genetic mutaUpps. 
, One serious shortcoming of the Phase I rules l | a lack of de
sign or performance standards for landfillt and other waste-
niunogement facilities. ] 

Sanjour calls the rules beavy on proceduroL requirements 

' • ' ' ' - ^ ^ 

and light ot̂  technics} ptilltdards., Missing, he s^ys, are atrfct 
guidelines to covei the. burning of wastes, volatilKy and 
leaching of wasles Into |roundwa(er. 

Such gaps «re criticized bo(h by envlronmen(al groups and 
the National Solid Wastes Management Assoclotion, wblcl; 
Joined the lawsuit agolnst EPA. 

"We'd like the EpA to set at least basic minimum standards, 
and so would the Industry," said Bill Butler, attorney for the 
Environmental Defense Fund. "We want to protect people's 
water supplies. I'hey want to ensure thai some sites get 
permits." 

Richard Honneman, spokesman for the trade association, 
, sold Love Canal and similar discoveries have created "public 
hysteria" over toxic wastes. He thinks waste handleri ttand a 
better chance of overcoming tough local opposition to new 
facilities by showing th«y will meet federal j^tandords. 
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EPA's slock reply to critics of Phase I haa been: "Wall for 
Phuse II." The agency was glven'until this fall lo come up 
with Phase II, Including (echplcal standards. EPA recently 
Interpreted this to be the last day of fall—Dec. 21. 

Steffen Plehn, head of EPA'f tolld-waste office, concedes 
that the agency once again will produce Just holf a loaL 

Plehn told standards will be proposed for Incinerators and 
treatment facilities. But nothing will be proposed this time 

around for landfills and la
goons, which receive most of 
the natlon't hozardous wastes, 
he soldk Instead of requiring 
precise ttondurds for lagoons, 
EPA Is leonlng toward setting 
few, if any, specific guide
lines. 

"Thai's a ISO-degree turna
bout," groused fiannemon, 
saying It allows state end lo
cal officials lo let standards 
cose by case. Butler predicted 

."complete chaos." 
In Senate hearings, Plehn 

answered comments that 
EPA'i 13,000 personnel could 
do a better Job by citing the 
regulatory^ "hoops" it must go' 
through. 

Hoops or not, Sanjour says 
the problems date back to a 
meeting June 12, 1978, be
tween Thomas Jorling, an os-

DOUGLAS M. COSTLE ; aistanlEPA adminlstraW, ond 
his boss, John P. Lehman. Lehmon's notes show Jorling 
saying, "Don't take on oil and gas industry at outset. Split out 
the other biggies." <, 

The upshot wos that certain wastes produced by oil and gas 
drillers and electric utliltiei received virtual exemptions. 
Several key tests for chemical hazards also were dropped 
from the regulations. 

Lehman said EPA did not buckle under Industry pressure 
and simply is trying tu produce "a pragmatic program tiiat 
will work." 

Jorling, now a Williams College ^irofessor, denied that ths ' 
: rules were trimmed because of President Corter's campoign-

agolnst laflalion. Instead, he soys the bazordous-wo«te pro-' 
gram wos hampered by a tack of money and manpower and 
the "chilling effect" of rising sentiipent against regulations, 

PRESIDENT-ELECT REAGAN picked up that sentiment as %̂ 
campaign theme, and his aides alreody are tolklng about f 
one-year moratorium on new regulutons. 

But the most discouraging news Is that hazardous wastes 
will remain a threat for years under any circumstances. Phase 
I allows existing waste foclllties to continue operating until 
permits ore processed. The trouble Is thot no action coii be 
token un permits until standards are established, \ 

It could take live to 10 years to review permits for 30,000 
eslimoted hazardous waste sites—plus two to six years tO/ 
deny a permit. ' 

'•• Meanwhile, said Butler, ot the Environmental-Defense Fund, 
"Midnight dumpers will hove a field day." 

Commented EPA's Plehn: "it's guIng tu be several yeara 
bcfoff w^ have this hazardous-waste problem under cunlruL . 

"̂ If it's by 1990, we wUl hove done well." 



so 

Chicaoo, Wednesday, Noveniber 19, 1980 

roxic dump cleanup bill cleared for Senate actior 
From Svn-Timei Wiros 
WASHINGTON—The Senate Finance Commltiee cleared 

ie way Tuesday for Senate action on a multibilllon-dollor bill 
i clean up toxic chemical dumps. 
The commiitee voted unanimously to send a $4.2 billion 

superfund" bill (o the floor for consideration, possibly early 
.ext week. 

The bill goes (o (he floor wKhout a recommendation, 
:0wever, and senaiurs said they expecl a scaled-down version 
a actually be the fucus of debate. 

Although the Finance Committee mode no changes In the 
lill. Chairman Russell K. Long (D-La.) said negotiations 
letween the Democratic and Republlcon leadership would be 
ssentlol if (he bill is to pass. 

In furwarding (he measure wKlioul a recommcndadon, 
:omini((ee members said (hey did not want the panel to 
ippear responsible (or killing the bill In' the' dosiiig (lays of 
he 96th Cungrc:,^, ' ' . v, •" / -i. i i. 

' 1 • .• • V' , • ' ' I ' . ' l > f I I . , : . . 

However, Long said (he coinmi((ee vo(e wus justified by (he 
need for quick action, 

• Stem seeping poison; an editorial, Page 63. 

The bill is intended to face the problems of toxic chemicals 
seeping Into the environment. It was prompted by environ
mental disasters such as Love Canal, the New York neighbor-
lioud (hat discovered it was buiU atop an abandoned chemical 
dump (lia( was slowly poisoning Its residents. 

Similar problems have been found ocruss the nation since 
(hen, and (he surgeon general has warned (lia( (he problem of 
(uxlc chemicals will pose a niajur public heuKh concern 
through (he nex( decade, 

' The bill is (he mos( ambitious of four "superfund" proposals 
pending in Congress. The House already has approved two 
bills, one estiiblisliing a %\.'l billion (uikd (lir abuiiduned 
chemical dumps and one selling up (wd fundi (otuliiig $TJQ 

niilliun (o cover oil and chemical spills. 
I'he fourlh proposal was unveiled Tuesday morning, 

compromise drafled by (he chairman and ranking mliiorl 
member of the Senale EnvJronmeiU and Public Works Coi 
miltee—Senators Jennings Itaadulph (1)-W. VO-) and Robert 
Stafford (R-Vl.)—it wopld establish a $2.7 billion superior 
striking a balance between the House and Senate version 

That bill was still In rougii form ruesday morning, and t 
Finance Committee could not examine Its details. But it 
expected to become the niaiti bill before (he Senate. 

Paul Fadelll, an aldf tp the Seiiaie Environment Comniltti 
said Finance Committee lawyers ore working on the t 
language in (he compromise, including (he critical question 
how much of the fifhd would come fropi taxes oa t 
chemical industry. ^ . 

The original Sena^( version would put 18 perceiit of 1 
cost on the industry, whiU the llouji: yersion puis t 
Indtiiilry share at 75 j^t^rceut. 
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Editorials 
An independent newspaper, dedicated io championing individual 
freedom, to exposing abuse of the public trust and to fostering 
a healthy environment, a sound economy and a just society. 

Stem seeping poison 
For mora than a week, Sun-Tlmea readers 

hava b^en confronted with a frightening fact: 
poisonous chemical wastes bubbling up out of 
their makeshift burial grounds all around the 
state—and Into where? 

Supplies of drinking water. Children's play
grounds. Rivers and streams where people' 
fish and swim, un-
awars of the peril. 

All thesi and mure, 
as our Invesligatiya 
team's Toxic Time 
Bomb series revealed. 
Tht poientlal victim Is 
you. And (ha culprit^? 
• Uncaring, unaware or 
unscrupulous dump op
erators, turning a quick buck white endanger
ing their neighbors' health and safety. 
• Repeat polluters, some with ties to orga
nized crime, flouting disposal laws again and 
again through fancy legal footwork. 
• State and local officials hobbled by Insuffi
cient Investigative funds—or apparent indif
ference to the health threot. 
• Even lupposedly "clean" disposal services 
playing fast and loose with woste-monoge-
ment laws—and relying on revolving-door 
personnel arraageiiients with agencies that 
are their ofticlal watchdogs. 

Fortunately, Gov. Thompson, Attorney 
Ganaral Ty Fuhiier and LaNV Enforcement 
Director James B. Zagel have 'promised swift 
raspoass, raiighig from a special $1.3 million 
anti-pollution unit lo a vow uf tough criminal 
action against the worst violators. 

Oat of Faliaer's plans deserves especlolly 
quick response from the I.eglsloture: a 

whose crimes often cross county lines. Such 
Investigative panels had long been the goal of 
Fflhner's predecessor, William J. Scott; out; 
reporters' revelatloas show tha need for a-
speciul gruiid jury before It's too late. 

Officials also must ask why the state -
Environmental Protection Agency hat allowed 
10 many dumpers to go unpunished so lung-r 
10 years (n one case uncovered fn our series. 

llllnuls has the lurgest number of "covered'^. 
chemlcul dumps In the nation, but the prob
lem hardly ends here. As we said months ago, 
there's need for a btruug federal envlronmea-
(al superfund to pay fur remedial action uiice . 
dangerous dumps ura spotted. 

rhere Is fear that the Incoming Reagan 
odminlslration and its pro-business allies In: 
the Senate luck sensitivity to such envlrun-
laealul qiiesliuiis. There even seems tu be 
pressure lu stall the superfund vote that hud 
been expected this tall In the Senate. 

The Toxic Time Bomb sluries—plus those 
from New York's Love Canal, plus puttuled 
welis lit Massachusetts and Tennessee, plug 
the 3,000 hazardous-substance spills reported 
nationwide every year-show Ihe need for a 
comprehensive aaliunul plan along the lines uf 
the $4 hilliua fund that has been proposed. 

The cost Is high, though three-fourths 
would be borne by the ciiemicat industry. Yet 
tha risks of inuctioa are higher. A library of 
Congress report this year suld the -CI.ODO 
chemiculs in cummerciul pruduction ura "no 
long-lasling and so pervasive . . . that virtual
ly the ciilire human popiilulioa . , , carries 
some body burden of one or sevcrul uf them." 

Witliout heightened awareness and effec
tive action, both statewide and natiuaully. 




